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ITEM TITLE:
Ordinance 21-043, relating to Growth Management; amending development regulations in chapter 30.32D of the
Snohomish County Code pertaining to archaeological resources
DEPARTMENT:  Planning & Development Services

ORIGINATOR:  Amber Piona

EXECUTIVE RECOMMENDATION:  Approve

PURPOSE: Adopt code amendments amending the development regulations pertaining to archaeological
resources to align with state law, clarify terminology and support the increased identification and protection of
archaeological resources.

BACKGROUND: Click or tap here to enter text.
· The Growth Management Act (GMA) and the Snohomish County Comprehensive Plan direct

Snohomish County to identity and encourage the preservation of land, sites, and structures that have
historical or archaeological significance.

· Existing archaeological resource procedures for archaeological survey reports, permit approvals for
properties that contain documented archaeological sites that cannot be avoided, and the inadvertent
discovery of archaeological resources and skeletal human remains do not align with current state laws
related to the regulation of archaeological resources. The proposed code amendments modify county
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regulations to align with state laws.
· Existing code language contains outdated references and confusing terminology. The amendments

proposed by this ordinance provide clarity through updating references and terminology to match
current archaeological standards.

· The code amendments proposed by this ordinance support the increased identification and protection
of archaeological resources. Allowing the County to require an archaeological survey report when a
project location has a high probability of containing archaeological resources increases the likelihood of
archaeological resources being identified early in the life of a project and allows projects to be modified
to avoid impacting resources.

· The Planning Commission held a hearing on this proposal on April 27, 2021 and on May 25, 2021 nine
commissioners voted unanimously to recommend the County Council approve the proposed
amendments, with a planning commission recommendation letter dated May 27, 2021.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
EXPEND: FUND, AGY, ORG, ACTY, OBJ, AU CURRENT YR 2ND YR 1ST 6 YRS

TOTAL

REVENUE: FUND, AGY, ORG, REV, SOURCE CURRENT YR 2ND YR 1ST 6 YRS

TOTAL

DEPARTMENT FISCAL IMPACT NOTES:  Click or tap here to enter text.

CONTRACT INFORMATION:
ORIGINAL CONTRACT# AMOUNT

AMENDMENT CONTRACT# AMOUNT

Contract Period
ORIGINAL START END

AMENDMENT START END

OTHER DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW/COMMENTS:  Approved as to form by PA (Laura Kisielivs)
Approved/Reviewed by Finance and Risk
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