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Presentation Outline

1. Role of the PRVP and PRE in the 2024 Comp Plan 
Update (5 minutes)

2. PRVP public outreach survey preliminary results  
(5 minutes)

3. Issues and considerations for planning (5 minutes)

4. Questions, comments, and discussion
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How does Parks’ work integrate 
with PDS’ Long-Range Planning?

*Slide from June 15 Planning Committee Presentation by Frank Slusser
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Parks coordination areas
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Parks coordination areas
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Comprehensive Plan 
2024 Update
• Parks & Recreation Vision Plan (PRVP) 

o Sets our vision and informs our work for the next 6 years

o Public outreach for the Growth Management Act (GMA) 
Comprehensive Plan (feeds into Parks and Recreation Element)

o State RCO grant funding requirement

o 2020-2021 drafting; 2021 adoption

• Parks & Recreation Element (PRE) 
o Provides the policies, goals, objectives and strategies for 

providing park services through 2045 and satisfies GMA 
requirements.

o 2022-2023 drafting; 2024 adoption
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How the Plans Work Together
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*Update 
Interval 
(years)

General Policy Plan Unincorporated Snohomish County

Capital Improvement Program DCNR 

Annual Budget

Park Inventory Report DCNR

Park and Recreation Visioning 
Plan (PRVP) DCNR

PRSC Vision 2050 Regional

Countywide Planning Policies Whole County

Growth Management Act State

1
1

6

8



PRVP Survey 
Preliminary Results

April 22 – June 1, 2021



Outreach 
Process
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Snohomish County’s 
Demographics:

Location: 
44% Unincorporated
56% Incorporated

Race/Ethnicity: 
68% White
12% Asian
11% Hispanic 
5% Two or more 
3% Black
1% Native

Household income: 
25%: Under $50k
31%: $50k-$100k
32%: $100k-$200k
12%: $200k+
(Median: $89,260)
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Park Visitor Counts (top 15):
*Excluding Evergreen State Fair Park

1. Centennial Trail
2. Kayak Point
3. Twin Rivers
4. Wenberg
5. Willis Tucker
6. River Meadows
7. Flowing Lake
8. Meadowdale

9.       Lord Hill
10. Picnic Point
11. Interurban Trail
12. Paradise Valley
13. Whitehorse Trail
14. Martha Lake
15. McCollum 

Survey Results (top 15):

1. Lord Hill
2. Centennial Trail
3. Meadowdale
4. Willis Tucker
5. McCollum
6. Interurban Trail
7. Paradise Valley 
8. Kayak Point

9.      Evergreen State  
Fair Park

10.    Picnic Point
11.    Flowing Lake
12.    North Creek
13.    Spencer Island
14.    Southwest County
15.    Other

n=1,717



Values

“Parks bring value (and revenue to local 
business) and strengthen community.  As 
population grows here, the county needs 
more spaces to find separation from 
urban pressures, facilities for organized 
sports, and a shooting park to direct 
activity (legitimate and illicit) out of the 
unincorporated areas plagued today into 
a facility that will benefit everyone.”

“I see the parks as a place to enjoy 
nature. I don't want to go and have fast 
moving/loud things destroy the very 
reason I go. Please try to keep the parks 
the way nature meant them to be.”
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Barriers
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“Wheelchair and walker friendly trails 
and lookouts seem to be few and hard to 
get to.”

“I would like there to be a yearly pass for 
county parks that is less than $75 if not 
launching a boat. Maybe $30 like 
discover pass.”

“Work with the community more. 
Support the BIPOC community members. 
Most of the park users and the Parks 
leadership are white people who are 
more often than not represent the 
middle class. Parks should be part of 
community resiliency and connected to 
ALL community members.”



Priorities
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“We must protect habitat corridors in our 
urban growth areas. Purchasing key 
properties would help educate and 
incentivize private property owners to 
help establish protected corridors. This is 
a key response to our climate crisis.”

“It's crucial that every park and 
playground be designed for functional 
accessibility for people with disabilities. 
We need to start going beyond the bare 
minimum requirements of the ADA and 
designing our public spaces according to 
principles of universal design and 
inclusive access.”
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Priorities
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“Improve and maintain current parks for 
safety, accessibility and functional use.”

“Cycling paths and mountain bike trails! 
Mountain biking has exploded in 
popularity these past couple of years.”

“Outdoors experiences such as wildlife 
watching and knowing that the wildlife 
has a place to live in the parks.”

“Beaches and waterfront walking paths, 
we have the gift of being by Puget 
Sound, take advantage of this special 
place.”



Please share any other 
thoughts you have 
about what our 
priorities should be.

375 Answers

Priorities
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Funding
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“Not everyone can afford a flat entry fee 
- I think a suggested donation would be 
helpful because then everyone can still 
use the park/facility and the ones who 
can afford it can donate.”

“Entry fees might restrict those who most 
need the open space and would be 
another case of economic/social 
injustice.”

“You could have opportunities for the 
community to help with fundraisers for 
their local parks. I have lived in 
Snohomish for 3 years and didn’t know 
about 95% of the parks that were listed 
in this survey. Perhaps the popular parks 
would be less crowded if people knew 
more about the other parks that are 
available.”



Anything Else You Want Us to Know?
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Considerations & 
Discussion

Presentation Title
Month 00, 2021



DCNR Process –Staff & Council Feedback
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Collaborate

Cooperate

Outreach

Climate 
Crisis

Social 
Equity

Dynamic 
Balance

Unity

Vision & 
Action

Funds & 
Resources

Built 
Environment

Lack of Funding
Was the #1 obstacle mentioned by 

stakeholders and staff to achieving goals or 
being innovative

“I think survey results need to be less weighted than 
the employee input. With a
County population of 880K, 
it’s not a fully representative 
survey.”

“Need for more diverse engagement 
and inclusion”

“Think about collaboration with 
local businesses and sponsorships 

(For Example, a rain garden 
sponsored by XYZ nursery).”

Most important future consideration? “Balancing quality and quantity. With a growing 
population, there will be a natural increase in the demand for parks. Balancing that 
demand with resources and assets will be crucial to maintaining a great park system.” 



Park Classifications 

• Neighborhood

• Community

• Regional

• Regional Trails

• Open Space/Preserve

• Special Use

Park Classification & Level of Service Overview
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Should ‘Open Space/Preserve’ classified parks be considered for 
inclusion as facilities designated as Necessary to Support 
Development, along with the currently identified ‘Neighborhood,’ 
‘Community’ and ‘Regional’ Parks, along with ‘Regional Trails?’ 

Park Classification & Level of Service Overview

Policy Question



• Open space preserves 
target rural areas.

• Huge value to mental 
health in urban areas.

• Implementing the PSRC 
Regional Open Space 
Conservation Plan

• Coordination with PDS
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Open Space Preservation



• Use existing tools 
o Public Works’ climate change adaptation decision 

support tool

o ClimateParkChange.net (National Recreation and Parks 
Association): “Mitigation and adaptation strategies to 
build environmental and community resiliency through 
the power of local parks and recreation”

• Working interdepartmentally and across DCNR
o Office of Energy & Sustainability’s Climate Action 

Planning

o SWM & PDS on balancing open space for conservation, 
ecosystem services, and public access for recreation

o Office of Agriculture to steward regenerative farming 
on park properties

Climate Change & Parks
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Equity & Parks

• Use Existing Tools 
o Trust for Public Lands ParkScore Index
o Learn from other jurisdictions doing this 

work – Lynnwood, Olympia, Seattle

• Work with Office of Social Justice
o Consider mapping integrated into other 

relevant County-wide mapping (human 
services, public works, parks system)

• Future Tool?
o Help shape acquisitions and development 

priority areas
o Mapping demographics and services, 

then rank based on highest need to serve 
historically marginalized communities
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Questions?
Project Contact Information: 

Carol Ohlfs – Senior Park Planner – Carol.Ohlfs@snoco.org – 425-388-6609
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