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From: Christine Khemis <khemisc24@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 7, 2024 4:03 PM
To: Contact Council
Subject: Rural Cluster Subdivision Developments will ruin our rural lands

We are Snohomish County residents and homeowners imploring the Snohomish County Council to 
vigorously deny urban-style rural cluster subdivision developments that will ruin our rural lands. In 
November 2022, proposed code amendments promoted by developers to the Rural Cluster Subdivision 
codes were reviewed in a public hearing by the Snohomish County Planning Commission. The planning 
commission unanimously voted to recommend denial of the proposed code changes. These 
amendments harm rural character and would add too many urban-style subdivisions, which will 
increase traffic on already overburdened roads and highways, harm fish and wildlife habitats, and create 
more climate change impacts.  

Thank you, 

Abel and Christine Khemis 
5110 Pilchuck Tree Farm Rd 
Snohomish, WA 98290 



1

From: JAMES BENEFIELD <jamesbenefield12453@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2024 8:02 AM
To: Contact Council
Subject: Rural Cluster Subdivsion Code Changes

Dear members of the County Council,  
My name is Deborah Benefield and I live in Snohomish County WA. I am writing to ask you to reject 
to the changes being considered to the rural cluster subdivision code. If adopted it will drastically 
change and overwhelm the area. This change is my concern.  
Changing the code will harm the beauty of our rural character, adding many urban- style subdivisions 
which will increase already overburdened roads, increase school enrollment in overcrowded schools, 
harm fish, wildlife and their habitats, impact waterways and wetlands, pollution and roadside dumping 
will increase, crime and all that goes along with it will increase. All these things and more will 
impacted our rural areas in a negative way.  
My fear is that there will be no way to keep up with the growth and all the services and infrastructure 
needed to accommodate the influx of people.  
In closing I would like to ask the members of council to consider all these issues and vote no to 
changing the rural cluster subdivision code.  
Respectfully,  
Deborah Benefield  
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From: R. DeBardi <ennaxor72@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2024 5:46 AM
To: Contact Council
Subject: Vote no to amend county code for rural cluster subdivisions - ordinance NO. 24-021 

May 15th

On May 15th Please vote no and prevent urban-style rural cluster subdivision developments that will ruin our rural lands 
and its character. This amendment was already unanimously voted against in 2022, and we should continue to vote 
against it.  

Rural Snohomish County does not have the infrastructure to support these types of developments and congestion they 
will create. Our schools do not have the capacity to support the population of kids this will create. The amendment 
allows developers to place houses in a way that they would normally not have the flexibility to, which means they can 
cluster houses in a way that allows them to gain more housing units, while avoiding wet lands or other natural obstacles 
the current codes do not allow for. This amendment will ruin our rural character. 

The rural character of Snohomish County is houses spaced apart with open space to account for wetlands and natural 
buffers. Under the amendment, houses would be stacked on top of each other, and open spaces would have homes on 
them. The amendment would allow for more houses on a plot of land that the current code does not allow for.  

The citizens of rural Snohomish County moved out here or have lived in our rural area get away from the density and 
sprawl. Please do not bring the sprawl to us. Please vote no on May 15th to the amendment contained within 
ORDINANCE NO. 24-021 and help us keep our area the way it is.  

We need to protect our rural areas!!! 

Thank you! 
--  
Roxanne DeBardi 



1

From: Mike Pattison
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2024 8:46 AM
To: Contact Council
Subject: Comment Letter re Ordinance 24-021
Attachments: MBAKS Ltr re Ordinance 24-021.pdf

Dear Snohomish County Council, 
Attached please find a comment letter from MBAKS regarding Ordinance 24-021. Thank you for your consideration.

Mike Pattison 

Mike Pattison | Senior Snohomish County Manager 

p 425.460.8203
335 116th Ave. SE, Bellevue, WA 98004

mbaks.com 

We believe everyone deserves a place to call home.  
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