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6303 Wetmore Ave | Everett, WA 98203 
Phone (425) 953-5699 | Fax (425) 953-5688 

Snohomish County Council 

3000 Rockefeller Ave.  

8th Floor, Jackson Board Room 

Robert J. Drewel Building 

Everett, WA 98201 

 

To the Honorable Members of the Snohomish County Council, 

 

 My name is Adam Ballout, I am an attorney in Snohomish County and a partner at ABC Law 

Group. I am honored to write this letter of recommendation for Jessica Ness, who is applying for the 

position of Judge for the Snohomish County District Court. I have had the pleasure of knowing and 

practicing with Jessica Ness for almost 20 years and have witnessed her unwavering commitment to 

the law, fairness, and justice. 

 For the past three years, Jessica has served as the Monroe Municipal Court Presiding Judge, 

where she has gained invaluable experience in leading the management and administration of the 

Court's business, as well as supervising its daily operations. During this time, Jessica has shown 

remarkable dedication to her work, ensuring that justice is served fairly and efficiently.  

 One of Jessica's greatest accomplishments during her tenure as Monroe Municipal Court 

Presiding Judge was the creation of the Monroe Municipal Community Court, which provides social 

services to individuals facing low-level, quality of life offenses. Under her guidance, this court has 

had a significant positive impact on the lives of participants and our community as a whole. 
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 Jessica has served the Snohomish County District Court as a Judge Pro Tem for over eleven 

years. In this capacity, she has demonstrated exceptional knowledge of the law, a deep understanding 

of court procedures, and an unwavering commitment to justice. She has also served as a Judge Pro 

Tem in every Municipal Court in Snohomish County, which has provided her with a broad range of 

experience and expertise. 

 Prior to taking the bench Jessica worked as both a prosecutor and defense counsel, giving her 

a unique perspective on the law and the criminal justice system. This diverse range of experience has 

undoubtedly prepared her well for a position as a judge. I’ve watched Jessica handle litigants in open 

court who were struggling with mental health issues, may have been under the influence, who were 

angry and agitated all with grace and tact keeping in mind her role and the role and appearance of the 

Court. I have a great deal of respect of Jessica’s personal ethics and her character. When Jessica began 

doing pro-tem work more full time many years ago, she stopped taking on private matters by her own 

initiative and choosing due to even the appearance of unfairness on her active cases.  

 In summary, I have no doubt that Jessica Ness would make an exceptional addition to the 

Snohomish County District Court bench. Her extensive experience, knowledge of the law, and 

unwavering commitment to justice make her an outstanding candidate. I highly recommend her 

without reservation. 

Sincerely, 

 

Adam Ballout #39298 
ABC Law Group LLP 

6303 Wetmore Ave Everett, WA 98203 
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The application for appointment for Jessica Ness has 
been withheld from the online materials. 
 
Pursuant to RCW 42.56 a copy of this document may be 
requested through a public records request. 
 

https://snohomishcountywa.govqa.us/WEBAPP/_rs/%28S%28pg5rstlrqpijjqlv5w20tjhh%29%29/supporthome.aspx
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