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Snohomish County Council

Committee: LJHS Analyst: Heidi Beazizo
ECAF: 22-1089
Proposal: Mot. 22-446 Date: October 20, 2022

Consideration

The Executive’s Office requests Council consider approving proposed Motion 22-446
which would appoint the Snohomish County Public Advocate pursuant to Snohomish
Count Code 2.11.040.

Background

The Office of Ombudsman was created in 2014 by Amended Ordinance 14-077%, adding
Chapter 2.11 to Snohomish County Code; SCC 2.11 was amended by Ordinance 17-
0242 on May 17, 2017, established an Office of Public Advocate and eliminating the Office
of Ombudsman.

Jill McKinnie was appointed by the County Council on March 30, 20153 to serve as the
Ombudsman and is currently the Snohomish County Public Advocate.

The Office of Public Advocate functions independently; subject to administrative direction
by the Council Chair or Council Chief of Staff. The office receives, investigates and
makes recommendations to the Council and appropriate county agencies on complaints
concerning the operation of county government and responds to inquiries from the public
concerning the operation of county government.

On September 22, 2022, the Council Chief of Staff was notified that the current Public
Advocate, Jill McKinnie, plans to retire with an effective date of November 15, 2022.

If the position of public advocate becomes vacant, the process for appointment is outlined
in 2.11.040 as:

1) Within 30 days of the vacancy, the County Executive shall nominate two individuals
who meet the qualifications as set forth in SCC 2.11.060:

a. Shall hold no other elective or appointive office or position in County
Government;

b. Shall be a person of recognized judgement, objectivity and integrity who is
well-equipped to analyze problems of law, administration and public policy;
and

c. Holds a degree from an accredited college or its equivalent in service to
government.

2) The County Council shall either appoint an individual from the County Executive’s
nominees or an individual of the Council’s own choosing if the nominations are not
received within 30-days of the vacancy occurring or the nominees fail to meet the
gualifications of 2.11.060.

1 GquWnLawsyjiPwJ2Xe4YhcPw (amazonaws.com)
2 GHopa8MCkvzdQdjOnS2wNP60o (amazonaws.com)
3 Administrative Session - Mar 30th, 2015 (granicus.com)
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https://codepublishing-modern-prod.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/GquWnLawsyjiPwJ2Xe4YhcPw?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Amended%20Ordinance%20No.%2014-077.pdf%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Amended%2520Ordinance%2520No.%252014-077.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQSZNCZZNI24TCR6L%2F20221020%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20221020T181633Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEIj%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLXdlc3QtMiJHMEUCIAoONmQykUXlQ7ipZh%2F4es1ugzmbbCPFTBexbLfUWlh%2FAiEAsHu%2FblG1c7WNGhFkLRPdeOK5BpZOIp1M0bFpftYqqyEq6AMIYRADGgwwNDAzNTk4NzQxMzgiDGzbjnYNy7XsLZ1ILSrFA72Ck7B8X00zRKk%2FHhR%2FWM7DEE9VakoH%2BEVIouQ42Q%2F5Bufw0BmeeCOGbAM4SwFgA%2FIhZO%2FIBwCXIfro6bYBjFqiqdJrGJ6yZQtgkjkzqUcMDWiBBVYCvMs5mKuSgllySBI%2B7cdjRnFyd1JkXj2C%2BRPQLTdqkJN5Gp24nuUwTu3NrLysVK7Hk6BG%2Fbk2GHuyQEIKwUUsdfN0YqGbOU3FsI%2FK94EvdWV8bdc6j2cAqfaWAbrG4tjDp8Z6y%2BsWct5uzm07eNJmZ4ZsMPIBOeb7%2BiUAMvKT933pksWW6laLc3NT4GxQmnl0Jh0uZ4SckGSqZvNonNc6WvteGd3qUWTYb9AtDvwiamczksj7IgRIPOtKLZlK38HgfYizyMhSMddm09trG8La8EtY4rxlVXnD08iSej0z2yaODCkm1SVTnsPsl5z6IV6pqcdrNKhV%2FXzgTJLOWW6UIgOe0WV6YGhKLSQEaJY68Ll7Otu2W16zq2PzbEVc%2Fi6RgmlhRmUvraKk3HTbn07bZdolpN6wCyNTeHrd0s2zwCw9EAvAIPNYcRJdna80sTo1QyJU3Qh%2BidIw5EHnTd9Nv7y%2FIoCz%2BANQkFl7nTdCJjCp08WaBjqlAUwwBPuV8P7wh0nVUD3iRLCQm81fEXrDPIKaNqtG3W4SbWT1XGDddltS%2B6SrxDLl1vzM3sP4ttM7FH9JlxEj%2BNJh0QiddGBpohecFkSPnYGQr4yH4Qs75HeUByWA4Hg9nGprJmuwwrBPKj4euPJK2I30dp6xaspP5fcT%2FDcuadbm408iSZEDc01C%2FCcMqWJMKN9YXdvdRinV1Df3PV9nvkrN%2Bl9UUw%3D%3D&X-Amz-Signature=1615dd2fa271e611ab94256a540cb623485571282041776fd50bb8c50b1c7bea
https://codepublishing-modern-prod.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/GHopa8MCkvzdQdjQnS2wNP6o?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Ordinance%20No.%2017-024.pdf%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Ordinance%2520No.%252017-024.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQSZNCZZNOALHOTG2%2F20221020%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20221020T181755Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEIn%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLXdlc3QtMiJGMEQCIBzyza3DIentS8o7dITjQ89t4e8W1%2FFD4849WmOipDjMAiAwZi5wyp9MhN98P8SX7Knv2DbsSxOcfEa%2BAI5d62u9ciroAwhiEAMaDDA0MDM1OTg3NDEzOCIMqgx6wQdtpoQ4ju8rKsUDItoclnLvdjGYclSB57BpARHi7Hz1YBzyamXbIa8MPtGTxaJiagX9%2FNgdVu%2Befyw2Du48eSsdoU%2Fx2Z7X131SqSMDiXQ%2B0Y0r7u1mYm4OjNF1c7RWzAdilwn0kT3XuyvPoemIf2DmyvW8P4t5F3MAe0rxwdUqtAW%2Bljq5ZXYJvoW1MBUR1q8lyo64CCd71M9rB5TwvLA3DTea2MEixJq%2BVfwdAJ8L%2FgpeUSPkzqf9towRdFANERF0Efyi8fhNz46YVb1uq3ktu4H8FBKtzyT6rcy7IXbz9%2FkhKS4t%2FX%2BbCxlwVJAgBIYEnh9vzcvMCGjOD8XnSNEruyyCBiZ3uETZvbly610qYxc0GxdNbANm9Sw%2B2ftjRpL7VtK78W5fsZzJ3JyG6f5GH3cHmTM07rRQNjwfMnuYKz46jNibGsmlPwqdZS1cIdkgRHGvq0YvWacV5crI5ISSP9fubl7%2BDk1m39suIFU8Tzy3IC5eTg6mnxAqTAa5rNTugyDqT9Hbbz0Xxnyg4l969rA7Bgk7a%2FB5iytTmTQca4RBDLRGA%2BnhqjcMbKvs7u3T6Fvlp89lL5cHeZ%2Bd9EfvR%2FVxXsamE%2BDUn%2B6uschgMN%2FyxZoGOqYBm2UyTrCxxbhlaHtkhrUoIo603PlgQ87awpGpD4lk1QspY%2FA%2B7qxOxDJP9tGJk7b73ZvAvbmcwjqmwywB6UR6URykk5eA4iXMg%2FLAMkBR2LjgaM%2Bgi%2FFWuMFa1KL4Q90XitDpy986sRaGrFQ%2F%2B5qpoEEJmyA%2Bzkl15AYwSJOgWu7qUNBH7nY%2FKLDJeKgTINFP9%2BbOVmC0l3dN1I5LoDXwhvO74PAEhQ%3D%3D&X-Amz-Signature=1078da3b26db59ee60d2dccaac26acf836baa48e90d890a7350caef12bad9999
https://snohomish.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=15&clip_id=4411&meta_id=276276

Once appointed, The Public Advocate shall serve a term that expires one year following
the date of the original appointment and thereafter, expire two years following the date of
each reappointment by the Council.

On October 13, 2022, the Council received ECAF 2022-1089 requesting consideration of
two nominees for appointment to the Public Advocate vacancy: Gricelda Montes and
Holly Shelton.

Interviews of the nominees are currently scheduled for November 2, 2022 at 10:30 AM.
Current Proposal

Scope: Motion 22-446 requests the appointment of a new Public Advocate from the
nominees proposed by the County Executive.

Duration: The term of the Public Advocate will expire one-year following the date of
appointment.

Fiscal Implications: N/A
2022 Budget: The FTE for the Public Advocate is included in the 2022 Budget
Future Budget Impacts: YES.

Handling: Urgent
Approved-as-to-form: N/A

Risk Management: FYI provided

Executive Recommendation: The candidates are nominated by the Executive

Analysis: The nominees

Request:

e Place on the COW agenda for consideration at Admin Session on October 25%.

e Move the Motion to November 2" Interviews at 10:30 AM.

e Following the interviews, consider appointing a nominee to the position of Public
Advocate.
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