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SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 1 
Snohomish County, Washington 2 

3 
ORDINANCE NO. 22-030 4 

5 
APPROVING COMMON INTEREST, NON-DISCLOSURE AND JOINT DEFENSE 6 

AGREEMENT WITH SNOHOMISH HEALTH DISTRICT 7 
8 

WHEREAS, the Snohomish Health District was incorporated in 1959 as an 9 
independent special purpose district for public health in Snohomish County; and 10 

11 
WHEREAS, since its formation, Snohomish County and Snohomish Health 12 

District have worked together in a collaborative manner to address public health issues 13 
and concerns; and 14 

15 
WHEREAS, Snohomish County, acting through the Snohomish County Council, 16 

and the Snohomish Health District, acting through its board of health, have committed to 17 
establishing a new County Department of Public Health to replace the Snohomish Health 18 
District; and 19 

20 
WHEREAS, Snohomish County and Snohomish Health District have further 21 

committed to partnering over the remainder of the year to transition all public health 22 
services, assets, employment contracts, and related matters to Snohomish County 23 
government; and 24 

25 
WHEREAS, recognizing their mutuality of interest and in order to facilitate the 26 

transition from a health district to a county Department of Public Health, Snohomish 27 
County and Snohomish Health District have a need to share information, including 28 
information that is privileged from disclosure to third parties as a result of the attorney-29 
client privilege, the attorney work product doctrine, the work product doctrine, the joint 30 
defense privilege, the common interest doctrine, and other laws regarding 31 
confidentiality, privileges or immunities; and 32 

33 
WHEREAS, Snohomish County and Snohomish Health District wish to enter into 34 

an agreement to protect the confidential and privileged nature of any information 35 
exchanged by the parties and to further ensure that any such exchange does not 36 
diminish in any way the confidentiality of the information or constitute a waiver of any 37 
privilege or protection; 38 

39 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED:  40 

41 
Section 1.  The council hereby adopts the foregoing recitals as findings of fact 42 

and conclusions as if set forth in full herein.  43 
44 

Approved:  8/24/2022 
Effective:   9/04/2022 
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Section 2. The council hereby approves and authorizes the executive, or 1 
designee, to execute a common interest, non-disclosure and joint defense agreement 2 
with Snohomish Health District in substantially the same form as attached to this 3 
ordinance as Exhibit A.  4 

5 
6 

PASSED this 24th day of August, 2022.  7 
8 
9 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 10 
ATTEST: Snohomish County, Washington 11 

12 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 13 
Asst. Clerk of the Council Council Chair  14 

15 
16 

(  ) APPROVED DATE:  ____________________, 2022 17 
(  ) EMERGENCY 18 
(  ) VETOED _____________________________ 19 

Dave Somers 20 
County Executive  21 

ATTEST:  ____________________ 22 
23 
24 
25 

Approved as to form only: 26 
27 

________________________________ 28 
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 29 

30 
31 
32 

07/28/2022

X August 25
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EXHIBIT A 1 
 2 

to 3 
 4 
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 6 
 7 

[See Attached Common Interest, Non-Disclosure and Joint Defense Agreement] 8 
 9 
 10 
 11 
 12 

[The remainder of this page is intentionally left blank.] 13 
 14 

 15 











12. Entire Agreement.

This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between and among the Parties, and
anyone acting for, associated with, or employed by any of the Parties, and supersedes any prior 
discussions, agreements or understandings, and there are no promises, representations, or 
agreements between and among the Parties or anyone acting for, associated with, or employed by 
any of the Parties other than as set forth in this Agreement. 

13. Authority, Counterparts and Facsimile Signatures.

Each individual signing this Agreement warrants that he or she has the authority to enter
into this Agreement on behalf of the party for which that individual signs. This Agreement may be 
executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, and all of which together 
shall be considered one and the same agreement, and any of the Parties' original signature may be 
obtained through facsimile signature. 

14. Modification or Waiver.

The provisions of this Agreement, including this section, may be modified or waived only
in writing signed by each of the Parties affected by the modification or waiver. No waiver with 
respect to any portion of this Agreement shall apply to any other portion of this Agreement, and a 
waiver on one occasion shall not be deemed to be a waiver of the same or any other breach on a 
future occasion. No course of dealing by any of the Parties, and no failure, omission, delay, or 
forbearance by any of the Parties in exercising any rights or remedies, shall be deemed a waiver 
of any such rights or remedies or a modification of this Agreement. 

15. Construction or Interpretation.

This Agreement is and shall be deemed jointly drafted and written by all of the Parties to
it, and it shall not be construed or interpreted against any of the Parties originating or preparing it. 

Dated this ___ day of August, 2022. 
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