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1.0 PURPOSE:  This Procedure outlines responsibilities of all parties under any contractual agreement, as defined in Section 3.0, with 

Snohomish County Parks & Recreation Department in regard to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) municipal 
stormwater permit held by Snohomish County. 

 
2.0 AUTHORITY:  A Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit, was issued to Snohomish County by Washington State Department of Ecology on 

January 17, 2007 as authorized by the State of Washington Water Pollution Control Law, Chapter 90.48 Revised Code of Washington (RCW), 
and the Federal Water Pollution Control Act.  The permit requires the County to establish procedures that will eliminate, reduce, or minimize 
pollutant discharges to surface waters. 

 
3.0 APPLICABILITY:  This Procedure applies to all parties (PART(Y/IES)) under contractual agreement with Snohomish County Department of 

Parks & Recreation (PARKS).  Contractual agreements covered by this procedure include, but are not limited to, construction contracts, 
lease agreements, facility license agreements, right-of entry permits, special use permits, and interlocal and interdepartmental agreements. 

 
4.0 COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER LAWS:  Compliance with this procedure does not constitute waivers of the requirements of any other law or 

regulations; nor does it indicate compliance with any other law or regulation.  Compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws 
and regulations is required. 

 
5.0 ACRONYMS: 
 BMP Best Management Practice 
 CESCL Certified Erosion and Sediment Control Lead 
 Ecology or DOE Washington State Department of Ecology 
 IVM Integrated Vegetation Management 
 NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
 SCC Snohomish County Code 
 SWM Surface Water Management 
 SWPPP Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
 
6.0 DEFINITIONS: 
 6.1 “Contaminant” means a solid, liquid, or gaseous substance that, if discharged to a drainage facility, natural drainage system, receiving 

waters or groundwater, will alter the physical, chemical, or biological properties thereof to the extent that the discharge will render the facility, 
system, or water harmful, detrimental, or injurious to the public health, safety, or welfare, or to domestic, commercial, industrial, agricultural, 
recreational, or other legitimate beneficial uses, or to livestock, wild animals, birds, fish, or other aquatic life.  Contaminants may include, but 
are not limited to the following:  Trash or debris; construction materials; petroleum products including but not limited to oil, gasoline, grease, 
fuel oil or heating oil; antifreeze and other automotive products; metals in either particulate or dissolved form; flammable or explosive 
materials; radioactive materials; batteries; acids, alkalis, or basses; paints, stains, resins, lacquers, or varnishes; degreasers and solvents; 
drain cleaners; pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers; steam cleaning wastes; soaps, detergents, or ammonia; chlorine, bromine, or other 
disinfectants; heated water; animals wastes; sewage; animal carcasses; food wastes; bark, soils, sediment, rock and other fibrous materials; 
collected lawn clippings, leaves, or branches; dyes, except as allowed in SCC 7.53.090(11); and wastewater general by commercial or 
industrial activities. 

 
 6.2 “Discharge” means to throw, drain, release, dump, spill, empty, emit, or pour any matter into receiving waters, groundwater, a natural 

drainage system, or a drainage facility, or to cause or allow matter to be thrown, drained released, dumped, spilled, emptied, emitted or 
poured into receiving waters, groundwater, a natural drainage system, or a drainage facility, or to cause or allow matter to flow, run, or seep 
from land into receiving waters, groundwater, a natural drainage system, or a drainage facility. 

 



 6.3 “Drainage Facility” means any part of a man-made physical system designed or constructed to collect, treat convey, store, or control 
the flow of stormwater.  Drainage facilities include, but are not limited to, storm water conveyance and containment facilities, including 
pipelines, constructed channels and ditches, infiltration facilities, retention and detention facilities, stormwater treatment facilities, erosion 
and sedimentation control facilities, and all other drainage structures and appurtenances. 

 
 6.4 “Prohibited Discharges” means the following discharges to any drainage facility, natural drainage system, receiving water, or 

groundwater within Snohomish County except as allowed in SCC 7.53.090 or conditionally allowed in SCC 7.53.095: (1) Any discharge not 
completely composed of stormwater; (2) Any discharge that causes or contributes to a violation of State Water Quality Standards or State 
Sediment Management Standards; (3) Any discharge that causes or contributes to a violation of any NPDES permit or State Waste Discharge 
permit issued to the County; (4) Any discharge that causes the County to be in violation of the State Underground injection Control Program 
(Chapter 173-218 WAC); and (5) Any discharge that contains contaminants. 

 
 6.5 “Source control best management practices” or “source control BMPs” means structures, equipment, supplies, or operations that are 

intended to prevent pollutants from coming into contact with stormwater through physical separation or areas or careful management of 
activities that are sources of pollutants. 

 
 6.6 “Waters of the state” include those waters as defined as “waters of the United States” in 40 CFR Subpart 122.2 within the geographic 

boundaries of Washington State and “waters of the state” as defined in Chapter 90.48 RCW which includes lakes, rivers, ponds, streams, 
inland waters, underground waters, salt waters and all other surface waters and watercourses including storm drainage systems and ditches 
within the jurisdiction of the State of Washington. 

 
7.0 COUNTY ACCESS:  County personnel shall have reasonable access to all Park property to conduct annual inspection and maintenance 

activities, perform audits of user activities, and respond as necessary to all spills or other emergencies. 
 
8.0 SOURCE CONTROL:  SCC Chapter 7.53 requires any person storing or using materials that may contain contaminants in a manner that 

could result in prohibited discharges to streams, lakes, groundwater, or the County’s storm sewer to implement source control BMPs.  Source 
control BMPs include but are not limited to those described in Volume IV of the County Stormwater Management Manual.  The PARTY shall 
be responsible for utilizing all known, available, and reasonable methods of prevention, control and treatment (AKART) to prevent pollution 
from entering waters of the State, and for providing the proper training to all individuals engaged in such activities.  The PARTY shall conduct 
all activities in a safe, responsible manner and in accordance with all governing regulations or laws.  Activities that have the potential for 
being pollution generating and are subject to this requirement include, but are not limited to the following: 

 Application of Fertilizers and Pesticides 
Building Exterior Cleaning and Maintenance 
Chemical Handling 
Cleaning of Animal Handling Areas 
Dust Control 
Fueling of Equipment and Vehicles 

Land Disturbance Activities (soil erosion) 
Landscape Maintenance and Vegetation Disposal 
Maintenance of equipment and vehicles 
Paving operations 
Trash management 
Vehicle Washing 

 
9.0 SPILL RESPONSE, CONTAINMENT AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS:  PARTIES that engage in activities that pose a risk of polluting 
waters of the State must have a spill response plan that addresses prevention, spill control, containment, cleanup, and response.  A copy must be 
made available to PARKS at their request.  Spill containment and cleanup kits must be readily accessible.  All spills shall immediately be reported to 
PARKS by contacting the Parks NPDES Compliance Officer at (425) 508-6614 and to all appropriate agencies identified in the PARTIES Spill Response 
Plan. 
 
10.0 REVISIONS TO PROCEDURE:  This procedure shall be revised and updated as needed to adhere to Snohomish County Phase I Municipal 
Stormwater Permit revisions, or procedure modifications required by PARKS.  All revisions shall be numbered and dated and provided to PARTIES. 


