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Subject: Indigent Defense Improvement Funds — Funding Award to County
Scope: Motion 23-526 would approve an agreement with the Washington State

Office of Public Defense under which the State would provide the County
Office of Public Defense with $436,528 to improve or expand legal
representation to indigent defendants. Funding shall be expended as
authorized under RCW 10.101.060-070.

The Office of Public Defense has stated the anticipated use for these
additional dollars will be for a contempt of court position at the
Snohomish County Public Defender Association and aggravated murder
costs.

Duration: January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2024

Fiscal Impact: ClCurrent Year [XFuture-Year [IN/A
Expenditures Current Year 2024 2025 2026 2027 Total
Fund 002 $436,528 $436,528
Total’s $436,528 $436,528
Revenue Current Year 2024 2025 2026 2027 Total
Fund 002 $436,528 $436,528
Total’s $436,528 $436,528

Authority Granted: Authorizes the Executive to execute the agreement.

Background: Chapter 10.101 RCW established a grant program to improve public
defense services within local jurisdictions of Washington State. The statute outlines a
procedure for allocation and expenditure of these indigent defense improvement funds.
If funds are set aside by the legislature for this purpose, jurisdictions can apply to the
Washington State Office of Public Defense for a portion of these funds. The Snohomish
County Office of Public Defense applied and has been awarded funding for 2024.

Requested Action: Move to GLS on December 13t for consideration.



https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=10.101.060
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=10.101.070
https://opd.wa.gov/cities-counties-courts/chapter-10101-rcw-county-and-city-public-defense-improvement-funds

