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SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
Snohomish County, Washington 

 
MOTION NO. 24-324 

 
AUTHORIZING THE SNOHOMISH COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO SIGN  

THE AIRPORT MASTER PLAN AND SUBMIT IT TO THE  
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

 
 WHEREAS, an airport master plan is a comprehensive study of an airport, 
describing the short-, mid-, and long-term development plans needed to meet future 
aviation demand; it is a tool which provides the framework necessary to guide potential 
airport development, while considering both internal and external impacts; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the last Master Plan developed for Paine Field (PAE) was adopted 
by the Snohomish County Council on December 4, 2002 and accepted by the FAA on 
November 13, 2003; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in 2019, Snohomish County and Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) officials identified the need to update PAE’s 20-year Master Plan to address 
current FAA requirements and account for the implementation of commercial passenger 
service; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in 2020 PAE contracted with Landrum & Brown (L&B) to provide the 
Paine Field Master Plan 2040 which establishes a framework for the development of 
airport facilities and will guide future long-term on-Airport land use and development 
decisions. The Master Plan was prepared in accordance with FAA guidelines and 
provides a vehicle for community participation in airport planning; and 
 
 WHEREAS, L&B worked with airport staff, the airport commission, the FAA, a 
steering committee of consisting of community leaders, a committee consisting of 
airport stakeholders, and other interested parties to develop an inventory of airport 
assets, an aviation forecast, facilities requirements, concepts and alternatives, a 
development plan, airport layouts and an environmental overview; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this plan was shared with the public with a series of online open 
houses and webinars.  Webinars were held on November 3, 2021, November 9, 2021, 
June 16, 2022, and on March 15, 2023.  In total, over four hundred people attended, 
and no significant concerns were raised; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a SEPA Review with public comment period was completed August 
5, 2024, and again, no significant concerns were brought forward; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the master plan study was funded by the FAA with a grant for 
$2,562,961 and must be completed and approved by Snohomish County by September 
2024 in order to meet grant requirements; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, ON MOTION, the County Council authorizes the County 
Executive to approve the Paine Field 2040 Master Plan land by signing the associated 
Airport Layout Plans in the form attached hereto. 
 
 PASSED this 13th day of August 2024. 
 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
Snohomish County, Washington 
 
 

            
Council Chair 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
Clerk of the Council 
 

scodlp
Jared Mead










