
 Committee of the Whole 
Nicole Gorle 

Subject: Indigent Defense Contracts – Conflict Pannel  

Scope: Approve twenty (20) agreements with outside counsel to provide 
indigent defense services when there is a conflict with the County’s 
primary contractor, the Snohomish County Public Defender’s 
Association. The most notable change from prior year contracts is found 
in Schedule B, Compensation which increases the per hour rate for 
Superior and District Court miscellaneous proceedings; miscellaneous 
criminal proceedings; RALJ; and child representation in dependency 
proceedings. Additionally, these contracts include all indigent defense 
services under one contract instead of multiple contracts with the same 
attorney for different types of cases. 
 

ECAF Motion Provider Initial or Renewal 
2025-0163 25-027 Carlos Gonzales Renewal 

2025-0211 25-028 Karen Halverson Renewal 

2025-0212 25-029 
Hart, Jarvis, Murray, 
Chang PLLC Renewal 

2025-0213 25-030 James Herr Renewal 

2025-0214 25-031 
Jared Isaacson of Luat 
Sun Son Law Renewal 

2025-0215 25-032 Timothy Johnson Renewal 

2025-0216 25-033 Scott Lawrence Renewal 
2025-0217 25-034 Vanessa Martin Renewal 
2025-0218 25-035 Mazzone Law Firm Renewal 

2025-0219 25-036 
Jason Moore of 
Paradigm Law Renewal 

2025-0220 25-037 Evgeniya Mordekhova Renewal 
2025-0221 25-038 Ritchie Law Firm Renewal 
2025-0222 25-039 John Rongerude Renewal 
2025-0223 25-040 Laura Shaver Renewal 
2025-0226 25-041 Michele Shaw Renewal 

2025-0227 25-042 
Snohomish County Legal 
Services Renewal 

2025-0228 25-043 Samantha Sommerman Renewal 
2025-0244 25-044 Merchant Law Renewal 
2025-0245 25-045 Ann Mahony Renewal 
2025-0246 25-046 Ruth Rivas Renewal 

 

Duration: January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2026 

Fiscal Impact:  ☐Current Year     ☒Multi-Year     ☐N/A 
The total amount appropriated in the 2025-2026 budget across the DAC’s listed in the 
ECAF is $5.6M (conflict panel plus child dependency and a superior court DAC). For 
conflict/indigent defense contracts over the 2025-2026 contract period: 

 
Council Initiated: 
☐Yes  
☒No 

 
ECAF: Multiple  
Motion: Multiple 
 
Type: 
☒Contract 
☐Board Appt. 
☐Code Amendment 
☐Budget Action 
☐Other 
 
Requested Handling: 
☐Normal 
☐Expedite 
☒Urgent  
 
Fund Source: 
☒General Fund 
☐Other 
☐N/A 
 
Executive Rec: 
☒Approve 
☐Do Not Approve 
☐N/A 
 
Approved as to 
Form: 
☒Yes 
☐No 
☐N/A 
 
 
 

https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6203686&GUID=5ADBABB0-349B-4C06-8F2F-853C66295982&Options=ID|Text|&Search=carlos+gonzales
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5995150&GUID=F065A443-4799-4FAA-AB0B-75F0019098E8&Options=ID|Text|&Search=karen+halverson
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6317927&GUID=4C60BDAD-3D0A-4CFC-A4E8-2F46D33CB8F5&Options=ID|Text|&Search=hart%2c+jarvis%2c+murray
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5995176&GUID=EFF91D69-E560-4167-A24E-582801C3D3A8&Options=ID|Text|&Search=james+herr
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6724996&GUID=244ECD33-80AD-4A28-BDA2-69E9F76B02F5&Options=ID|Text|&Search=jared+isaacson
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6481216&GUID=2B4AA737-3150-4F35-BAE8-3F6A335E7B59&Options=ID|Text|&Search=timothy+johnson
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5995190&GUID=0FD262F3-4A0C-4958-B39E-FC381BB0CEAC&Options=ID|Text|&Search=scott+lawrence
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6023229&GUID=09951EE6-B706-496A-AA36-DDB6ACFB15F2&Options=ID|Text|&Search=vanessa+martin
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5995261&GUID=B6992283-8206-4A9B-88B5-4201A8A25460&Options=ID|Text|&Search=mazzone+law+firm
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6588203&GUID=8308BC22-AD47-4607-AB8F-A954B53634E8&Options=ID|Text|&Search=jason+moore
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5995260&GUID=5DBD587B-2262-46B1-8ECB-13CB15D6FA15&Options=ID|Text|&Search=mordekhova
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6481174&GUID=D6496FDD-ADDF-4B43-A589-C972A253DD57&Options=ID|Text|&Search=ritchie
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5995310&GUID=6F8E6F3B-023B-4D1E-B4CD-0B84D3BEDFAC&Options=ID|Text|&Search=rongerude
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6067356&GUID=7AD6B369-15D6-4863-B25B-000FBB2DCAA0&Options=ID|Text|&Search=laura+shaver
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5995191&GUID=5074C2DE-506C-41F6-8E33-8F0E07F999AA&Options=ID|Text|&Search=michele+shaw
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5995335&GUID=25D65C06-D10B-40F6-8C97-9B4B1A81E922&Options=ID|Text|&Search=snohomish+county+legal
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6023124&GUID=83D10C59-9EAB-4E3D-8A37-ECC6F89CC23A&Options=ID|Text|&Search=sommerman
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6204836&GUID=3CE9A081-3BE1-441F-A9D2-DD4515B111FA&Options=ID|Text|&Search=merchant
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6008271&GUID=5D5B42F2-D128-4D9D-93C2-460511BA930E&Options=ID|Text|&Search=mahony
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6269285&GUID=A6585308-CC5E-487A-A870-DF6CA9545850&Options=ID|Text|&Search=rivas


 Committee of the Whole 
Nicole Gorle 

- Previously Approved: Seventeen (17) contracts for $350k annually/each 
(approved in December and January) 

o Contract Authority Granted: Net $11.9M 
- Before you Now:  Twenty (20) for $350k annually/each 

o Contract Authority Granted: Net $14M 
The net total of approved contract expenditure authority for these DAC’s under all 37 
contracts is $25.9M. 
 

Expenditures Current Year ()  2026 ()  2027 ()  2028 ()  2029 Total 
Various Conflict 
DAC’s – Fund 
002 

$7,000,000 $7,000,000    $14,000,000 

       
Total’s $7,000,000 $7,000,000 0 0 0 $14,000,000 

 
Revenue Current Year ()  2026 ()  2027 ()  2028 ()  2029 Total 
       
       
Total’s 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 
Authority Granted: All twenty motions provide the Executive the following authority: 

- Execute the contracts; and 
- Execute any amendments. 

 

Background:   The Sixth Amendment of the United States Constitution states that the 
accused has the right to the assistance of counsel for their defense in criminal 
prosecutions. As not every defendant can afford an attorney, in 1989 Washington State 
implemented Chapter 409 (RCW 10.101) stating that “legal representation should be 
provided for indigent persons and persons who are indigent and able to contribute.” 
This chapter also requires counties and cities to establish standards for the delivery of 
defense services to indigent defendants.  
 

Since the enactment of RCW 10.101, the County has contracted with outside attorneys 
for legal services to indigent defendants through the courts1, and then in 2000 under 
the Office of Public Defense upon its creation2. Today, the largest contract is with the 
Snohomish County Public Defender Association (PDA), who is the main provider of legal 
services to indigent defendants in the County. When PDA has a conflict of interest in a 
case, the case is deferred to one of the County’s other contracts that specifically picks 
up cases where there is a conflict of interest between the defendant and the PDA. 
                                                                                   
Requested Action: Todays request is for Council to consider taking action. 

 
1 Motion: 90-132; ECAF #: n/a; Leg. Title: Relating to “Conflicts Contracts” for Indigent Legal Services in 
Criminal Cases 
2 Ordinance: 00-072; ECAF #: 20001559; ECAF Title: Establish an Office of Public Defense 

https://snohomish.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=13605862&GUID=0484E655-6609-478F-96FB-2C0D2449D76A
https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/sixth_amendment
https://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1989c409.pdf?cite=1989%20c%20409%20%C2%A7%201.
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=10.101&full=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=10.101&full=true

