Replaced by Substitute Motion
at LJ/HS Committee 6/13/2022

SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL
Snohomish County, Washington

MOTION NO. 22-253

APPROVING AND RATIFYING 2022 CONTRACTS FOR LEGAL SERVICES

WHEREAS, Snohomish County entered into an agreement on February @7, 2022
for indigent legal defense services with ABC Law Group, LLP for $25,000; a

WHEREAS, the agreement was executed under Snohomish Couty Code
3.04.190 as the total amount was $25,000 or less; and

WHEREAS, the agreement with ABC Law Group, LLP reduires additional
expenditure above $25,000 which now requires Council appigval via motion to allow
expenditure above $25,000; and

WHEREAS, sufficient budget authority exists iy the 2022 Adopted Budget;

NOW, THEREFORE, ON MOTION, the $fiohomish County Council hereby
approves and ratifies the signature of the Sngfiomish County Executive, or designee, to
the Contracts for Legal Services referenced above, copies of which are attached hereto
as Exhibit A.

PASSED this day of , 2022.

SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL
Snohomish County, Washington

Council Chair

TEST:

Asst. Clerk of the Council



EXHIBIT A

CONTRACTOR: ABC LAW GROUP, LLP
CONTACT:  Taila AyAy
ADDRESS: 6303 — Wetmore Ave.
Everett, WA 98203

TELEPHONE NUMBER:  425-953-5699
COUNTY DEPT:  OFFICE OF PUBLIC DEFENSE,

CONTRACT CONTACT PERSON:  JASON SCHWARZ, DIREQTOR
TELEPHONE/FAX NUMBER:  425-388-3032
PROJECT:  GUARDIANSHIP

AMOUNT:  Fee for Serviges per Schedule B
CONTRACT DURATION:  January 12022 through December 31,

CONTRACT FOR ILPGAL SERVICES

THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agyfement”) is made by and between SNOHOMISH

COUNTY, a political subdivision of the/State of Washington (the “County”) and ABC Law Group
LLP, a Washington limited liabilityartnership (the “Contractor”). In consideration of the terms
and conditions set forth herein, th€ parties agree as follows:

1.

Definition: "Adpfinistrator" means the Director of the Office of Public Defense or his
designee.

Scope o#Services to be Performed. The purpose of this agreement is to provide indigent

reprgglntation services for parents and/or minors in Minor Guardianship actions pursuant

toghapter 11.130 RCW. The scope of services is as defined in Schedule A attached hereto
nd by this reference made a part hereof.

The services shall be performed in accordance with the requirements of this Agreement,
the generally accepted practices prevailing in the western Washington region in the
occupation or industry in which the Contractor practices or operates at the time the services
are performed and the Rules of Professional Conduct. The Contractor shall perform the
work in a timely manner and in accordance with the terms of this Agreement. Any
materials or equipment used by the Contractor in connection with performing the services
shall be of good quality. The Contractor represents that it is fully qualified to perform the
services to be performed under this Agreement in a competent and professional manner.
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The Contractor will prepare and present status reports and other information regarding
performance of the Agreement as the County may request.

Duration of Contract. This Contract shall govern services from January 1, 2022, through
December 31, 2022. Unless terminated as provided herein, the term of this Contract ma
be extended or renewed for up to two (2) additional one (1) year terms, at the sole discresbn

the County’s obligations after December 31, 2022, are contingent upon local le€islative
appropriation of necessary funds for this specific purpose in accordance witlyfhe County
Charter and applicable law.

. Compensation: The County will pay the Contractor for services proyided hereunder as set

forth in Schedule B attached hereto and by this reference made pawf of the Contract.

Independent Contractor. The Contractor agrees that the Cop#factor, its agents,
representatives, and employees will perform the services #hder this Contract as an
independent contractor and not as an agent, employee 6t servant of the County, The
parties agree that the Contractor, its agents, represepfatives, and employees is not entitled
to any benefits or rights enjoyed by employees gffhe County. The Contractor
specifically has the right to direct and control fie Contractor’s own activities in providing
the agreed services in accordance with the gpecification set out in this Contract. The
County shall only have the right to ensup€ performance.

. Changes. No changes or additiong’shall be made in this Contract except as agreed to by

both parties, reduced to writingdnd executed with the same formalities as are required for
the execution of this Contrag#

Representation and Wadfanty. The Contractor represents and warrants that any attorney

Contractor pfid providing services under the terms of this Agreement shall maintain good
standing#ith the Washington State Bar Association throughout the duration of this

terps of this Agreement will abide by the Rules of Professional Conduct.

Access to Books/Records. The County may, at reasonable times, inspect the books and
records of the Contractor relating to performance of this Contract. Nothing in this
paragraph shall be construed as constituting a waiver of the attorney-client and/or work
product privilege. The Contractor shall keep all records required by this Contract for
seven (7) years after termination of this Contract for audit purposes.

Hold Harmless and Indemnity. The Contractor shall hold harmless, indemnify and
defend the County, its officers, officials, employees and agents, from and against any and
all claims, actions, suits, liability, loss, expenses, damages and judgments of any nature
whatsoever, including costs and attorney’s fees in defense thereof, for injury, sickness,

Page 2 of 9



10.

disability or death to persons or damage to property or business, caused by or arising out
of the Contractor’s acts, errors or omissions in the performance of this agreement, or
those of Contractor's employees, agents, or subcontractors, PROVIDED HOWEVER,
that the Contractor’s obligation hereunder shall not extend to injury, sickness, death or
damage caused by or arising out of the sole negligence of the County, its officers,
officials, employees or agents. PROVIDED FURTHER, that in the event of the
concurrent negligence of the parties, the Contractor’s indemnity obligations hereungér
shall apply only to the percentage of fault attributable to the Contractor, its emplpfees,
agents, or subcontractors,

With respect to the Contractor’s obligations to hold harmless, indemnify4nd defend
provided for herein, but only as such obligations relate to claims, actighs or suits filed
against the County, the Contractor further agrees to waive its immyiity under the
Industrial Insurance Act, Title 51 RCW, for any injury or death#lffered by the
Contractor’s employees caused by or arising out of the ContgdCtor’s acts, etrors or
omissions in the performance of this agreement. This waj#er is mutually negotiated by

the parties.

The Contractor’s obligation hereunder shall inclyde, but is not limited to, investigating,
adjusting, and defending all claims alleging logd from action, error, or omission or breach
of any common law, statutory or other delegdted duty by the Contractor, Contractor’s
employees, agents, or subcontractors.

Insurance Requirements. The (ntractor shall procure by the time of execution of this

Contract, and maintain for th€ duration of this Contract, (i) insurance against claims for
injuries to persons or damgge to property which may arise from or in connection with the
performance of the seg¥ices hereunder by the Contractor, its agents, representatives, or
employees, and (ii) pZcurrent certificate of insurance and additional insured endorsement
when applicable.

a. Gengfal. Professional Liability, Errors and Omissions coverage, may be written

thegurchase of an extended discovery period, if such extended coverage is available, for
t less than three (3) years from the date of completion of the work which is the subject
of this Contract.

By requiring the minimum insurance coverage set forth in this Section 9,
the County shall not be deemed or construed to have assessed the risks that may be
applicable to the Contractor under this Contract. The Contractor shall assess its own
risks and, if it deems appropriate and/or prudent, maintain greater limits and/or broader
coverage.

b. No Limitation on Liability. The Contractor’s maintenance of insurance as
required by this Contract shall not be construed to limit the liability of the Contractor to
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the coverage provided by such insurance, or otherwise limit the County’s recourse to any
remedy available at law or in equity.

c. Minimum Scope and Limits of Insurance. The Contractor shall maintain
coverage at least as broad as, and with limits no less than:

(1) Professional Liability: $1,000,000.

(i)  Insurance coverage must be placed with insurers with a Best’s Undervfiting
Guide rating of no less than A:VIII, or, if not rated in the Best’s Underwritjfg Guide,
with minimum surpluses the equivalent of Best’s surplus size VIII. Projéssional
Liability, Errors and Omissions insurance coverage, if applicable, mgy’be placed with
insurers with a Best’s rating of B+:VII. Any exception must be apgroved by the County.

(i)  Coverage shall not be suspended, voided, canceled, rgfluced in coverage or in
limits until after forty-five (45) calendar days” prior writtgd notice has been given to the
County.

(iv)  Ifatany time any of the foregoing policig#Tail to meet minimum requirements,
the Contractor shall, upon notice to that effect ffom the County, promptly obtain a new
policy, and shall submit the same to the Copfity, with the appropriate certificates and

endorsements, for approval.

d. Subcontractors. The Contpdctor shall include all subcontractors as insureds under
its policies, or shall furnish sepg#te certificates of insurance and policy endorsements for
each subcontractor. Insurang€coverages provided by subcontractors instead of the
Contractor as evidence of gompliance with the insurance requirements of this Contract
shall be subject to all ofAhe requirements stated herein.

11. Compliance wi#h Laws.

e Contractor, its agents, representatives, and employees shall comply with all
le federal, state and local laws in performing this Contract, including, but not

b. The Contractor, its agents, representatives, and employees shall comply with the
Snohomish County Human Rights Ordinance, Chapter 2.460 SCC, which is incorporated
herein by this reference. Execution of this Contract constitutes a certification by the
Contractor of the Contractor's, its agents’, representatives’, and employees’ compliance
with the requirements of Chapter 2.460 SCC. If the Contractor, its agents,
representatives, and employees, is found to have violated this provision, or furnished
false or misleading information in an investigation or proceeding conducted pursuant to
Chapter 2.460 SCC, this Contract may be subject to a declaration of default and
termination at the County's discretion. This provision shall not affect the Contractor's
obligations under other federal, state, or local laws against discrimination.
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13.

. Termination

a. If the Contractor, or any of its agents, representatives, or employees breaches any
of its obligations hereunder, and fails to cure the same within five (5) days of written
notice to do so by the County, the County may terminate this Contract, in which case tWé
County shall pay the Contractor only for the costs of services accepted by the Coung, in
accordance with paragraph 4.

b. Either party may terminate this Contract upon thirty (30) days’ writjeh notice to
the other party for any reasons other than stated in subparagraph "a" aboy€, in which case
the County shall pay the Contractor for all services performed by the Zontractor pursuant
to this Contract prior to the date of termination in accordance with garagraph 4.

C. Prior to termination, the Contractor shall resolve all ag€igned cases unless
otherwise provided as follows:

i Upon notice of termination, the Contga€tor shall promptly, but in no event
later than three (3) business days after notje€ of termination, identify in writing to
the Administrator the status of the pendifig case. The report shall include any
special circumstances, such as an impfinent trial schedule, lengthy or complex
litigation needs, special client cirggimstances, or other client or case-based
interests that may require contjflied representation by the Contractor.

ii. Within six (6) bug#hess days after notice of termination, Contractor shall
provide Administrator8r new counsel with all litigation related files needed to
ensure ongoing, effp€tive legal representation.

d. Termination giall not affect the rights of the County under any other paragraph
herein.

Non Assignpa€nt. The Contractor shall not subcontract, assign or delegate, beyond those
attorneys ghployed by the Contractor and providing services under this Agreement, any
of the p#ghts, duties or obligations, covered by this Contract without the prior express

ublic Records Act. This Agreement and all public records associated with this Agreement
shall be available from the County for inspection and copying by the public where required
by the Public Records Act, Chapter 42.56 RCW (the “Act”). To the extent that public
records then in the custody of the Contractor are needed for the County to respond to a
request under the Act, as determined by the County, the Contractor agrees to make them
promptly available to the County. If the Contractor considers any portion of any record
provided to the County under this Agreement, whether in electronic or hard copy form, to
be protected from disclosure under law, the Contractor shall clearly identify any specific
information that it claims to be confidential or proprietary. If the County receives a request
under the Act to inspect or copy the information so identified by the Contractor and the
County determines that release of the information is required by the Act or otherwise
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15.

16.

17.

18.

appropriate, the County’s sole obligations shall be to notify the Contractor (a) of the request
and (b) of the date that such information will be released to the requester unless the
Contractor obtains a court order to enjoin that disclosure pursuant to RCW 42.56.540. If
the Contractor fails to timely obtain a court order enjoining disclosure, the County will
release the requested information on the date specified.

The County has, and by this section assumes, no obligation on behalf of the Contragfor to
claim any exemption from disclosure under the Act. The County shall not be liapfe to the
Contractor for releasing records not clearly identified by the Contractor as copfidential or
proprietary. The County shall not be liable to the Contractor for any rg€ords that the
County releases in compliance with this section or in compliance with g&order of a court
of competent jurisdiction.

Conflicts between Attachments and Text. Should any conflicts g£ist between any attached
exhibit or schedule and the text or main body of this Contract/fhe text or main body of this
Contract shall prevail.

Governing Law and Stipulation of Venue. The lawg/f the State of Washington shall
govern this Contract and the parties stipulate that#hy lawsuit regarding this Contract
must be brought in Snohomish County, Washipgton.

Severability. Should any clause, phrase, gentence, or paragraph of this Contract by
declared invalid or void, the remaining/provisions of this Contract shall remain in full
force and effect.

Entire Contract. This Contragf’is the complete expression of the terms and conditions
hereunder. Any oral or wi#lten representations or understandings not incorporated herein
are specifically excluded!
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“County”

SNOHOMISH COUNTY:

f@' Klein, Kenneth

— 2022.02.07 11:50:59 -08'00'
County Executive Date

Approved as to insurance
and indemnification provisions:

/s/ :@?mm %ﬁﬂ 2/1/2022
Risk Management Date

Approved as to form only:

“/s/ George B. Marsh.”

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Date

“Contractor”
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1.

2.

3.

Schedule A

SCOPE OF SERVICES

Services. Pursuant to an appointment under Section 2 below, the Contractor’s
agents, representatives, and employees will provide thorough and professional
representation. An individual case may not require all of the activities enu

a. Maintain ongoing client contact and timely inform thgAClient of any upcoming
motions or other activity within the legal case
b. Provide legal representation at all stages of the prog€eding, including attending and
participating in all scheduled hearings
c. Provide legal advice and consultation as ngéded in a manner and using language
that is consistent with the age, maturity [&el and developmental level of the child
Conduct legal research as needed
e. File pleadings, including petitiong/motions, responses, or objections, as necessary
to represent the client
f. Initiate and respond to discgfery requested as required or necessary
g. Present and cross-exagrne witnesses, offer exhibits, and provide independent
evidence as appropri
h. Prepare and subm#f briefs or other appropriate pleadings prior to contested hearings
i. Initiate and pgHficipate in settlement negotiations to seck an expeditious resolution
of the caseAvoiding continuances and delays
Ao settle any contested issues by initiating and participating in settlement
negofiations, including mediation
prepared to endorse, challenge, and amplify any reports submitted to the court
Ensure that the record reflects objections, reasoning, waivers, and the evidence
upon which the court relies, and that it preserves issues for appeal

Attorney Registry. When an attorney is required to be appointed pursuant to chapter
11.130 RCW, the Snohomish County Office of Public Defense will manage the
appointment from the Court on a rotating system.

Case Assignment and Control. The Contractor must provide a copy of any order of
appointment or withdrawal to Administrator who will submit final billings to
Finance.
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Schedule B

COMPENSATION

appointed, the total number of service hours per case, and the amount due indccordance with
the rate set out below. Invoices shall be submitted no later than ten workjffg days after the
month in which the work was performed.

2. Case Fees. The Contractor shall be paid at the rate of one-hundted twenty-five and no/100
Dollars ($125.00) per hour for services provided under this cgdfract, with an initial
maximum of twenty-five (25) hours per case. No paymentfor additional hours shall be
made over without pre-approval by the Administrator.

3. Procedure for Requesting Excess Fees. The Zontractor must seek approval for

extension of fees by sending a request to the Mministrator. The request for excess fees
shall be supported by a declaration outlinipg: (i) the need for excess fees; (ii) the scope
of services to be provided; and (iii) the gétimated date upon which the service will be
completed.
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Lawyers Professional Liability Insurance @

Policy Declarations ZURIC
APPROVED

By Diane Baer - Risk Management at 12:10 pm, Feb 01, 2022

Insurance is provided by: American Guarantee & Liability Insurance Company
1299 Zurich Way
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1056
hereinafter the Company

THIS IS A CLAIMS MADE AND REPORTED POLICY. ANY CLAIM MUST BE FIRST M AND REPORTED TO THE
COMPANY DURING THE POLICY PERIOD OR ANY EXTENDED REPORTING PERIQZ, IF APPLICABLE, PURSUANT
TO SUBSECTION.VIL.B. THE PAYMENT OF CLAIM EXPENSES REDUCES THF LIMIT OF LIABILITY. PLEASE
READ THE POLICY CAREFULLY.

Policy Number:  LPL 0078398 00 Renewal of Pgficy Number:

Iltem 1. Named Insured and Mailing Address: Producer Mame and Mailing Address:
ABC Law Group, LLP RISK FLACEMENT SERVICES INC
6303 Wetmore Avenue 2850 GOLF RD
Everett, WA 98203 LLING MEADOWS, IL 60008-4050

ltem 2. Policy Period:  From: 12:01 A.M. on 03/0%2021 To: 12:01 A.M. on 03/01/2022
Local time at the addresg/hown in Item 1.

Item 3. Limit(s) of Liability each Policy Period:

A. EachClaim: $ 1,000,000

B. Aggregate: $ 1,000,000

C. Sublimit for Claim Expe#fses in connection with Disciplinary Proceedings: $ 25,000
Item 4. Deductible: $ 500
Item 5. Premium: 15,828.76

Iltem 6. Notice to Company:

A. Wher Provide Notice of Claim, Potential B. Address for All Other Notices:
Claj or Disciplinary Proceedings:
ttn: Director of Professional Programs Claims Zurich North America
Zurich North America 1299 Zurich Way
P.O. Box 968017 Schaumburg, IL 60196-1056

Schaumburg, IL 60196-8017

or

Telephone: (800) 987-3373

or

Facsimile: (877) 962-2567

or

E-mail: usz_carecenter@zurichna.com

Item 7. Endorsements Effective at Inception: See Schedule of Forms and Endorsements

U-PL-D-871-B CW (06/15)
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