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SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
Snohomish County, Washington 

 
MOTION 21-289 

 
CONCERNING APPROVAL OF THE 2007 OLYMPIC VIEW WATER AND SEWER 

DISTRICT COMPREHENSIVE SEWER PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 2, AUGUST 2019  
 
 WHEREAS, on July 26, 2007, the Olympic View Water and Sewer District 
submitted its Comprehensive Sewer Plan to the Snohomish County Council for review, 
pursuant to Ch. 57.16 RCW which was subsequently approved by the Council under 
Motion No. 07-550; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on June 22, 2009, the Olympic View Water and Sewer District 
submitted Amendment No. 1 to its Comprehensive Sewer Plan to the Snohomish 
County Council for review, which was subsequently approved by the Council under 
Motion No. 09-385; and   
 
 WHEREAS, on February 17, 2016, the Olympic View Water and Sewer District 
submitted Amendment No. 2 to its Comprehensive Sewer Plan to the Snohomish 
County Council for review and approval which amendment purported to plan for the 
future extension of wastewater services into an area commonly known as “Point Wells” 
which is located within the corporate boundaries of Olympic View Water and Sewer 
District; and 
 

WHEREAS the Point Wells area was also encompassed with the Comprehensive 
Sewer Plan of the Ronald Wastewater District as previously approved by the County 
under Ch. 57.16 RCW and cited in the County’s Capital Facilities Plan (CFP) element of 
its Growth Management Act Comprehensive Plan (GMACP) for purposes of meeting 
GMA planning requirements for sewer service adequacy to the area; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on June 1, 2016, the County Council approved Motion 16-135 
approving Amendment No. 2 to Olympic View Water and Sewer District’s 
Comprehensive Sewer Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, Ronald Wastewater District appealed the County’s approval of 
Olympic View’s Amendment No. 2 to the Growth Management Hearings Board 
(“Board”) Case No. 16-3-0004c arguing in part that approval of Olympic View’s 
proposed amendment to serve the Point Wells area under Ch. 57.16 RCW created an 
internal inconsistency with the County’s CFP which identified Ronald as the presumed 
service provider the Point Wells for purposes of capital facilities planning under the 
CFP; and 

 
WHEREAS the Board issued a Final Decision and Order dated January 25, 

2017, concluding that the County’s approval of Olympic View’s proposed amendment to 
plan for the provision of wastewater services to Point Wells constituted a “de facto” 
amendment of the GMACP and created an internal inconsistency with the CFP which 
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the Board concluded incorporated by reference Ronald’s Comprehensive Sewer Plan 
and relied upon Ronald as the service provider for Point Wells to meet GMA planning 
requirements for sewer facility adequacy to the area; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on June 6, 2018, the County Council approved Motion 18-179 
repealing Motion 16-135 in compliance with the Board’s Order; and 
 

WHEREAS subsequent litigation between Ronald and Olympic View culminated 
in a ruling by the Washington State Supreme Court in the matter of Ronald Wastewater 
District v. Olympic View Water and Sewer District, 196 Wn.2d 353 (2020), holding as 
follows: “Ronald’s geographic boundary does not include Point Wells and does not 
extend into Snohomish County. Point Wells remains within the geographic boundaries 
of Olympic and Snohomish County;” and 

 
WHEREAS the foregoing decision of the Court invalidates the County’s ability to 

rely upon Ronald as the designated wastewater service provider to Point Wells in the 
CFP and renders void that portion of Ronald’s Comprehensive Sewer Plan purporting to 
provide for future wastewater service to the Point Wells area for purposes of meeting 
GMA planning requirements for sewer facility adequacy for the area; and 

 
WHEREAS the foregoing Court decision dictates that Olympic View be 

recognized as the authorized wastewater service provider for the Point Wells area 
under the CFP pursuant to which the County hereby amends the Capital Facilities Plan 
Maps, Figure 7, as set forth in Appendix B to the CFP, to designated Olympic View as 
the wastewater service provider for Point Wells; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 9, 2019, Olympic View Water and Sewer District 
resubmitted Amendment No. 2 to the County for reconsideration under RCW 57.16 and 
under RCW 36.70A; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Amendment No. 2 revises the Olympic View Water and Sewer 
District boundary to include the Point Wells area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, sewer district boundaries are recognized on capital facility inventory 
maps and discussed in the Snohomish County Comprehensive Plan’s Capital Facilities 
Plan adopted under the Growth Management Act; and  
 
 WHEREAS, amendments to the Capital Facilities Plan are subject to public 
participation requirements contained in the Growth Management Act; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 6, 2019, Olympic View Water and Sewer District 
submitted a docket application to amend the County’s Capital Facilities Plan as needed 
to reflect changes to the sewer comprehensive plan contained in Amendment No. 2; 
 
 WHEREAS, the timelines for review and action by the County contained in RCW 
57.16.010 are not consistent with the timelines for County review and action under the 
Growth Management Act; and   
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 WHEREAS, Olympic View Water and Sewer District agreed to process the sewer 
plan Amendment No. 2 in accordance with timelines stipulated under the Growth 
Management Act in coordination with the Olympic View’s docket request; 
 
 WHEREAS, RCW 57.16.010 requires that water and sewer districts adopt 
comprehensive plans and their amendments prior to incurring indebtedness or ordering 
improvements, and that the comprehensive plan be approved by the County legislative 
authority before becoming effective; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the specific criteria for review of the sewer system comprehensive 
plan are outlined in RCW 57.02.040 and RCW 57.16.010(6); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Snohomish Health District and the County Engineer have 
reviewed the updated plan and given approval as required by Title 57 RCW; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the District issued a Threshold Determination of Nonsignificance 
(DNS) on September 6, 2019.  The County did not comment on the DNS and PDS has 
found the DNS to be in order; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the District’s plan Amendment No. 2 – August 2019 has been 
reviewed by Planning and Development Services and, along with amendments 
contained in Exhibits A and B attached hereto, is found to be consistent with the 
County’s adopted GMA Comprehensive Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, on October 15, 2020, after several years of legal actions between 
Olympic View Water and Sewer District and Ronald Wastewater District, the 
Washington State Supreme Court issued an opinion determining that the Point Wells 
area of Snohomish County remains within the geographic boundary of Olympic View 
Water and Sewer District. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, ON MOTION: 
 
A. Olympic View Water and Sewer District has submitted an amendment revising the 

discussion of franchise agreements to include the 2019 renewal of the franchise 
agreement with Snohomish County Department of Public Works. This amendment is 
included as Exhibit A. 
 

B. Olympic View Water and Sewer District has submitted amendments revising the 
discussion of the Point Wells area. These amendments are included as Exhibit B. 

 
C. Olympic View Water and Sewer District submitted amendments revising Figures 4 

and 5 showing future land use and zoning consistent with the county’s 
comprehensive plan. These amendments are included as Exhibit C. 
  

D. The County Council finds that the proposed Olympic View Water and Sewer 
District’s Comprehensive Sewer Plan Amendment No. 2 dated August 2019, 
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prepared by PACE Engineers Inc., along with the amendments in Exhibits A, B, and 
C complies with: (i) the development program outlined in the County’s 
comprehensive plan and supporting documents; and (ii) the policies expressed in 
the County’s comprehensive plan for sewage facilities as prescribed in RCW 
57.02.040. 

 
E. Based on the foregoing, the Snohomish County Council approves the Olympic View 

Water and Sewer District’s Comprehensive Sewer Plan Amendment No. 2 dated 
August 2019, as amended by Exhibits A, B, and C. 
 

PASSED this 6th day of October, 2021. 
 
 
  SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
   Snohomish County, Washington 
 
 
         
   Stephanie Wright 
   Council Chair 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Debbie Eco, CMC 
Clerk of the Council 
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Exhibit A 
 

Amendment 
Olympic View Water and Sewer District 

 
2007 COMPREHENSIVE SEWER PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 2 

Appendix H: Southwest Sewer Service Area System Improvements 
 

August 2019 
 
 

 
Page 12: 
 
((In 1994, the District signed a utility franchise agreement with Snohomish County. The 
agreement is valid through 2019 and does not include any limitations within the 
unincorporated area located in the southwestern sub-regional system. During that same 
year, Snohomish County granted a franchise to Shoreline Wastewater Management 
District (now known as Ronald Wastewater District) that specifically limits extension of 
utilities into Snohomish County to 276 feet of pipe along Heberlein Road. That franchise 
allows for service to restrooms at the Point Wells site. Transfer of the franchise to a third 
party is prohibited by the franchise agreement as well as a stipulation in Snohomish 
County’s approval of Ronald’s 2010 Comprehensive Sewer Plan.)) 
 

 

In 1994, the District signed a utility franchise agreement with Snohomish County. The 
agreement was renewed in 2019 and is valid through 2039. The renewed agreement 
does not include any limitations within the unincorporated area located in the 
southwestern sub-regional system. During that same year, Snohomish County granted 
a franchise to Shoreline Wastewater Management District (now known as Ronald 
Wastewater District) that specifies the limits of the franchise area as being, “That portion 
of Heberlein Road, extending 276 feet North of the northerly King County line, located in 
the South ½ of the Southwest ¼ of Section 35, Township 27 North, Range 3 East, 
W.M.”.  That franchise allows for service to restrooms at the Point Wells site. Transfer of 
the franchise to a third party, without the prior written consent of the Snohomish County 
Council, is prohibited by the franchise agreement as well as a stipulation in Snohomish 
County’s approval of Ronald’s 2010 Comprehensive Sewer Plan. 
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Exhibit B 
 

Amendment 
Olympic View Water and Sewer District 

 
2007 COMPREHENSIVE SEWER PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 2 

Appendix H: Southwest Sewer Service Area System Improvements 
 

August 2019 
 
 
 
 
Replacement pages 1-2 and 19-20: 
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Exhibit C 
 

Amendment 
Olympic View Water and Sewer District 

 
2007 COMPREHENSIVE SEWER PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 2 

Appendix H: Southwest Sewer Service Area System Improvements 
 

August 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Replacement Figures 4 and 5:
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