
SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
Snohomish County, Washington 

 
MOTION NO. 23-201 

 
APPROVING CONTRACT WITH KARIM MERCHANT TO PROVIDE INDIGENT 

SERVICES FOR THE PERIOD FROM MAY 1, 2023, THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2023 
 

WHEREAS, the Snohomish County Council and County Executive recognize the 
need to provide legally mandated indigent defense services in criminal cases where 
incarceration is possible; and 
 

WHEREAS, through this negotiated contract with Karim Merchant, Attorney at 
Law, the County will continue to provide mandated legal services for the indigent 
defendants for cases that are a conflict of interest with the Public Defender Association; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, Karim Merchant has the experience, expertise and capacity to 
provide the contracted indigent legal defense services needed in Snohomish County 
courts.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE ON MOTION, the Snohomish County Council authorizes 
the County Executive to sign the attached contract and any amendments thereto with 
Karim Merchant to provide legal services to indigent defendants according to the terms 
therein from May 1, 2023, through December 31, 2023. 
 

PASSED this 31st day of May, 2023. 
 
      SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
      Snohomish County, Washington 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Council Chair 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________ 
Deputy Clerk of the Council 





2. Scope of Services to be Performed. The purpose of this Agreement and scope of services 
are as defined in Schedule A attached hereto entitled, "Legal Defense Services" and by 
this reference made a part of this Agreement

3. Duration of Contract. This Contract shall govern services from May 1, 2023 through 
December 31, 2023. Unless terminated as provided herein, the term of this Contract may 
be extended or renewed for up to two (2) additional one (1) year terms, at the sole
discretion of the Administrator and/or the County by written notice from the County to the 
Contractor. PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that the County's obligations after December 31, 
2023 are contingent upon local legislative appropriation of necessary funds for this . 
specific purpose in accordance with the County Charter and applicable law.

4. Compensation: The County will pay the Contractor for services provided hereunder as set 
forth in Schedule B attached hereto and by this reference made part of the Contract.

5. Independent Contractor. The Contractor- agrees that the Contractor will perform the
services under this Agreement as an independent contractor and not as an agent,
employee, or servant of the County. The parties agree that the Contractor is not entitled to 
any benefits or rights enjoyed by employees of the County. The Contractor
specifically has the right to direct and control the Contractor's own activities in providing 
the agreed services in accordance with the specification set out in this Agreement. The 
County shall only have the right to ensure performance.

6. Representation and Warranty. The Contractor represents and warrants that she is a
member in good standing of the Washington State Bar Association, and that no
disciplinary proceedings are pending against her. The Contractor shall maintain good
standing with the Washington State Bar Association throughout the duration of this
Agreement. The Contractor will abide by the Rules of Professional Conduct._

7. Access to Books/Records. The County may, at reasonable times, inspect the books and f
records of the Contractor relating to perormance of this Agreement. Nothing in this
paragraph shall be construed .as constituting a waiver of the attorney-client and/or work 
product privilege. The Contractor shall keep all records required by this Agreement for 
five (5) years after termination of this Agreement for audit purposes.

8. Hold Harmless and Indemnity. The Contractor shall hold harmless, indemnify and
defe nd the County, its officers, officials, employees and agents, from and against any and 
all claims, actions, suits, liability, loss, expenses, damages and judgments of any nature 
whatsoever, including costs and attorney's fees in defense thereof, for injury, sickness, 
disability or death to persons or damage to property or business, caused by or arising out 
of the Contractor's acts, errors or omissions in the performance of this agreement, or
those of Contractor's employees, agents, or subcontractors. PROVIDED HOWEVER, that 
the Contractor's obligation hereunder shall not extend to injury, sickness, death or damage 
caused by or arising out of the sole negligence of the County, its officers,
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Baer, Diane
Digitally signed by Baer, Diane 
Date: 2023.05.11 07:45:08 
-07'00'

Ken Klein 
Executive Director 

Ken Klein Digitally signed by Ken Klein 
Date: 2023.06.01 09:34:27 
-07'00'
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