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Carbon Sequestration Forest: $70 million

• For purchase of forestland in counties west of the crest of the Cascade 
mountains, all of Skamania county, and the western portion of Klickitat 
county.

• When feasible and appropriate, the department should prioritize the 
purchase of lands at risk of conversion to a nonforested use.

• Up to 2,000 acres of structurally complex, carbon dense forestland currently 
existing on state trust lands may be transferred out of trust status with, 
prior to the transfer, a letter of support issued to the department by the 
legislative authority of the county in which the forestland is located.
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Department of Natural Resources

• Manages 5.6 million acres of forest, range, agricultural, aquatic, 
and commercial lands.

• ~2.9 million acres is State Trust Lands

• DNR is the Trust Manager

• State of Washington is the Trustee

• Snohomish County and its junior taxing districts are the Trust 
Beneficiaries of over 62,000 acres of trust lands.
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Trust Obligations

As manager of state trust lands, DNR has legal fiduciary 
responsibilities to:

• Generate revenue and other benefits for each trust, in perpetuity

• Preserve the corpus of the trust

• Exercise reasonable care and skill

• Act prudently to reduce the risk of loss for the trusts

• Maintain undivided loyalty to beneficiaries

• Act impartially with respect to current and future beneficiaries
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DNR Managed Lands
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State Trust Lands

State Lands
Federally granted

Enabling Act (25 U.S. Statutes 
at Large, c 180 p. 676)

State Constitution

Revenue is generated from a 
variety of sources

Source of financial support, 
primarily for public schools 
and colleges

State Forestlands
Transfer and purchase

> 617,000 acres in 21 
counties

Transfer lands acquired by 
counties through tax 
foreclosures. 

Statutory Trusts

Revenue helps fund county 
services, state schools, and 
junior taxing districts
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State Forest Transfer Trust Distribution

Net 
Revenue

Gross 
Revenue

Forest Development 
Account (FDA)
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DNR Managed Lands in Snohomish County
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DNR Trust Lands in Snohomish County

Total AcresNon-forestedForested

62,4802,51959,96101 - State Forest Transfer
1,681351,64602 - State Forest Purchase

40,1912,28937,90203 - Common School and Indemnity
2,8681102,75804 - Agricultural School
4,6314464,18506 - Charitable/Ed/Penal & Reformatory Inst.
3,0351692,86607 - Capitol Grant
6221061108 - Normal School

2,109922,01710 - Scientific School
3391632411 - University

117,9565,686112,270Total Acres
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Forest Management Class in Snohomish
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Forest Management Class in Snohomish
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Forest Management Class in Snohomish
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Forest Management Class in Snohomish



14 D
ra

ft
/A

ut
ho

r’s
 W

or
k/

Su
bj

ec
t t

o 
Ch

an
ge

Ca
rb

on
 S

eq
ue

st
ra

tio
n 

Fo
re

st
 P

ro
vi

so

14

Forest Management Class in Snohomish
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Forest Management Class in Snohomish
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Forest Management Class in Snohomish
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Forest Management Class in Snohomish
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Forest Management Class in Snohomish
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Timber and Carbon in Snohomish County
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Carbon Sequestration Forest: $70 million

• For purchase of forestland in counties west of the crest of the Cascade 
mountains, all of Skamania county, and the western portion of Klickitat 
county.

• When feasible and appropriate, the department should prioritize the 
purchase of lands at risk of conversion to a nonforested use.

• Up to 2,000 acres of structurally complex, carbon dense forestland currently 
existing on state trust lands may be transferred out of trust status with, 
prior to the transfer, a letter of support issued to the department by the 
legislative authority of the county in which the forestland is located.


