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About the MRC

Members

Julie Schlenger Sara Maxwell Brie Townsend Franchesca Perez Natasha Coumou AIIan Hicks

MRC Chair Co-Vice Chair Co-Vice Chair Stillaguamish Tribe Tulalip Tribes
Representative Representative

Elisa Dawson Joycelyn Blue
SWM Senior SWM
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Focus Areas

Forage Fish
Monitoring

Marine Vegetation
Monitoring

A

a2x Marine Water Quality

1S, Derelict Vessel
Removal

4’: Outreach and
Education
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Finance

Funding

Surface Water
Management
Utility
Charges: 43%

Surface Water
Management
Staff: 64%

Value of
Volunteer
Hours: 12%

Northwest
Straits Initiative
Grant: 43%

DNR Derelict
Vessel Removal
Funds: 2%

Volunteer

Donated or In-

Kind: 36%

|l
$41.70 1,250

Washington
State’s estimated i Voludnteer |
value of a OU_I’52 02n4ate :
volunteer hour in 2024. :

---------F--------

$52,125

Total value to Snohomish County




Bull Kelp
Acres of Beds [/

Monitoring

120

# Hat S. monitoring began

Forage Fish
Kelp bed
% locations
sediment M Mukilteo
’ 72 samples taken
~ HatS.

B Meadowdale

Number Of Beds # M Edmonds N.

B HatW.

‘ total volunteer hours
216+

Y sampling beaches
9 3 beaches monitored

Forage fish eggs
observed In several
samples in 2025!
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Marine Water Quality

SNOHOMISH COUNTY
STATE OF OUR WATERS

J?:EL‘EM:SL‘;M _ Ocean Research College Academy (ORCA) -

ca lershi an early college program at Everett Community

& Im

Water quality in Puget Sound depends on numerous Su rvey Ar
properties, including nutrients, pH, and pollutants. This report Marina sits 2t the
focuses on temperature and dissolved oxygen, two properties

that are critical to marine life for which Washington 5lﬁtEF!5':?t; o, o o - 1.. CO"ege - CO"eCtS data through InStrumentS

standards for specific bodies of water.

Al located at Everett Marina and Edgewater Beach
to monitor water quality in Possession Sound.
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Derelict Vessel Removal

The MRC ldentified and removed two owner-
abandoned vessels during 2025.

Upon removal of each vessel, SWM coordinates
with DNR to recoup 90+% of the project costs
through DNR'’s Derelict Vessels Removal

Program.

From 2018 to 2025,
31 vessels have
been removed.



https://www.dnr.wa.gov/derelict-vessels
https://www.dnr.wa.gov/derelict-vessels
https://www.dnr.wa.gov/derelict-vessels

In 2025, the MRC participated in

@ 10 events

and published

[zs] 5 mediareleases

Outreach included:
e Beach walks
e Recreational crabber outreach
e Plastic Free Salish Sea
e Qil spill prevention
e Forage fish monitoring
e Shoreline landowner management
practices
e and more...

Education

Science

Outreach and Education



Marine

Vegetation Outreach
@ 1.5 nour event

‘ 87 attendees
C= 4 presenters 2 local artist features
T

E 3 iInfo sheets
. 3 bookmarks
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Looking Ahead

Recommendation: Continue funding the Snohomish County MRC staff, including the Marine Ecology

Intern within Snohomish County Surface Water Management. The internship provides critical support to
the MRC’s work and trains the next generation of local marine ecologists.

For Your Awareness: Washington State DNR and WDFW recently completed the Marine Vegetation
Implementation Strategy at the state level to:

 Promote protective actions and restoration of nearshore habitat
e Support research and monitoring

e Encourage stewardship and education

As we review the strategy, we plan to inform you about components that are relevant to Snohomish County
decision making and our marine vegetation.

The Snohomish MRC appreciates County Council’s continued support of the marine environment.


https://pspwa.app.box.com/v/MarineVegISSummary2026
https://pspwa.app.box.com/v/MarineVegISSummary2026
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