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October 18, 2024 

 

The Honorable Dave Somers 

3000 Rockefeller Avenue 

Everett, WA 98201 

 

Dear County Executive, 

In 2011, DNR reconveyed approximately 146 acres for “Sky Valley Sportsman’s Park,” for use by 
Snohomish County as a public park and shooting range. The property is located on the Sultan Basin Road, 
northeast of the City of Sultan, within Section 10, Township 28 North, Range 8 East, W.M., in 
the Northwest Region. The property belongs to the Forest Board Transfer Trust.   

From 2012 to 2019, Snohomish County worked through its site feasibility at the County level. In 2019, a 
Critical Area Reconnaissance Report was completed. Through the Critical Area Study, a very large and 
high-quality wetland was evaluated in the middle of the property, effectively making the parcel unsuitable 
for the intended shooting range. DNR is requesting reconveyance of the original 146 acres and deed 
returned. The RCW for reconveyance back when use ceases is included below. 

 RCW 79.22.300  

Procedure—Reconveyance back when use ceases.  

Whenever the board of county commissioners of any county shall determine that state forestlands, that 
were acquired from such county by the state pursuant to RCW 79.22.040 and that are under the 
administration of the department, are needed by the county for public park use in accordance with the 
county and the state outdoor recreation plans, the board of county commissioners may file an application 
with the board for the transfer of such state forestlands.  

Upon the filing of an application by the board of county commissioners, the department shall cause notice 
of the impending transfer to be given in the manner provided by RCW 42.30.060. If the department 
determines that the proposed use is in accordance with the state outdoor recreation plan, it shall reconvey 
said state forestlands to the requesting county to have and to hold for so long as the state forestlands are 
developed, maintained, and used for the proposed public park purpose. This reconveyance may contain 
conditions to allow the department to coordinate the management of any adjacent public lands with the 
proposed park activity to encourage maximum multiple use management and may reserve rights-of-way 
needed to manage other public lands in the area. The application shall be denied if the department finds 
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that the proposed use is not in accord with the state outdoor recreation plan. If the land is not, or ceases 
to be, used for public park purposes the land shall be conveyed back to the department upon request of 
the department.  

 As you are aware, the trust mandate requires the Department of Natural Resources to make decisions 
with the financial interests of the trust beneficiaries in mind. Per the language in RCW 79.22.300 and the 
attached Quit Claim Deed from 2011, DNR is requesting the transfer of lands associated with the 
proposed Sky Valley Sportsman’s Park back to DNR for management. The Quit Claim Deed is provided 
and gives specifics on the location, legal description, and parcel number of the property. Thank you for 
your consideration.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jay Guthrie 

Region Manager 

Northwest Region – WA Department of Natural Resources 

 

Enclosures:    Deed 02-083395 to Snohomish County 
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