
 
 

 
Snohomish County Council 

 
Committee: Finance, Budget, and Administration   Analyst:   Nicole Gorle 
ECAF: 2023-0636      Date:  June 8, 2023  
Motion: 23-238 
 
 
Consideration:  
Approve a contract with the Administrative Office of the Courts that would provide the County 
with funding specific costs incurred relating to the Blake decision. 
 
Background:  
In 2021 the Washington State Supreme Court issued an opinion in State v. Blake, Cause No. 
96873-0 that stated the Washington State simple possession of a controlled substance statute 
violated the due process clause of the state and federal constitution. Under the pre-2021 
version of RCW 69.50.4013, simple possession was a class C felony1 unless obtained through 
a valid prescription. 
 
The statute that was found to be unconstitutional went back to 1971, meaning all individuals 
convicted under this statute dating back to 1971 are eligible for reimbursement on the legal 
financial obligations they paid and the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) estimates 
roughly tens of thousands of re-sentencing hearings as a result of this decision. 2 
 
On October 27, 2021 Council approved the first contract with the Administrative Office of the 
Courts. This contract provided the county with $5,346,801 for resentencing costs and legal 
financial obligations associated with the Blake decision and expired June 30, 2022. As 
authorized under the contract and motion, the Executive extend the contract to June 30, 2023.3 
 
Current Proposal: 
Scope: Approve agreement IAA24032 with the Administrative Office of the Courts for them to 
reimburse the County for judicial, prosecutorial, and defense costs of resentencing and 
vacating convictions under the law overturned by the Blake decision, and for repayment of legal 
financial obligations. 
 
Duration: July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024 
 
Fiscal Impact: The County will be eligible for up to $2,631,056 of reimbursements for allowable 
expenses. 
 
**There is an associated appropriation ordinance being prepared that will come before council 
at a later date. Due to the current contract expiring June 30, this motion was sent up without 
the associated ordinance** 
 
 

 
1 Class C felony faces up to 5 years in a state correctional institution, up to $10,000 fine, or both. 
2https://www.courts.wa.gov/content/publicupload/eclips/2021%2003%2009%20State%20Supreme%20Courts%20Blake%2
0decision%20could%20be%20costly.pdf  
3 See Attachment #1 

https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/6233-FY11-JFSV-G3VS-00008-00?cite=State%20v.%20Blake%2C%20197%20Wn.2d%20170%2C%20481%20P.3d%20521%2C%202021%20Wash.%20LEXIS%20107&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/6233-FY11-JFSV-G3VS-00008-00?cite=State%20v.%20Blake%2C%20197%20Wn.2d%20170%2C%20481%20P.3d%20521%2C%202021%20Wash.%20LEXIS%20107&context=1000516
https://snohomish.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5188285&GUID=779E0C3D-2ED5-4C33-A2F9-F760AC671642&Options=ID|Text|&Search=administrative+office+of+the+courts
https://www.courts.wa.gov/content/publicupload/eclips/2021%2003%2009%20State%20Supreme%20Courts%20Blake%20decision%20could%20be%20costly.pdf
https://www.courts.wa.gov/content/publicupload/eclips/2021%2003%2009%20State%20Supreme%20Courts%20Blake%20decision%20could%20be%20costly.pdf


Page 2 of 2 
 

2023 Budget: Yes 
Future Budget Impact: Yes 
Handling: Expedite – June 15, 2023 
Approved-as-to-form: n/a – state contract 
Risk Management:  Yes 
Executive Recommendation: Approve  
Attachment:   
 Attachment #1 – Amendment #1 – Contract with AOC re: Blake decision funding 
Amendments: None 
Request: Move to GLS June 14th for consideration. 
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