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SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
Snohomish County, Washington 

 
MOTION NO. 22-185 

 
CONCERNING THE CONSOLIDATION OF FIRE INVESTIGATION SERVICES; 

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO TERMINATE INTERLOCAL 
AGREEMENTS LIMITED TO THE CITY OF STANWOOD AND CITY OF ARLINGTON 

AND EXECUTE A NEW INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH NORTH COUNTY 
REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY 

 
WHEREAS, the International Fire Code (the “IFC”), as adopted by the 

Washington State Building Code Council, is in effect within the jurisdictional boundaries 
and areas served by Snohomish County (the “County”) and the North County Regional 
Fire Authority (the “NCRFA”), in compliance with chapter 19.27 RCW; and 

 
WHEREAS, the IFC and RCW 43.44.050 require local jurisdictions to investigate 

the origin, cause, and circumstances of fire events and document findings resulting from 
such investigation in a report authored by a qualified fire investigator; and  

 
WHEREAS, the NCRFA occasionally does not have qualified personnel available 

to perform these investigative functions, due to the simultaneous occurrence of multiple 
fire events, staffing fluctuations, or other reasons; and  

 
WHEREAS, the County is party to two separate agreements to provide fire 

investigation services within the cities of Stanwood and Arlington which are in effect 
until December 31, 2023, and December 31, 2024, respectively; and 

 
WHEREAS, the NCRFA’s jurisdictional boundaries now include the cities of 

Stanwood and Arlington; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County and the NCRFA desire to consolidate the provision of fire 

investigation services into one agreement to provide fire investigation services to the 
areas within NCRFA’s jurisdictional boundaries, which include the cities of Stanwood 
and Arlington; and  

 
WHEREAS, a consolidated agreement with the NCRFA to provide fire 

investigation services will include an updated fee schedule that reflects the actual cost 
to the County for performing fire investigation services; and  

 
WHEREAS, this agreement is made pursuant to the authority granted by the 

Interlocal Cooperation Act, chapter 39.34 RCW, RCW 19.27.110, RCW 43.44.050, 
RCW 52.26.090, and SCC 30.53A.176.  
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NOW THEREFORE, ON MOTION: 

Section 1.  In connection with the consolidation of fire investigation services with 
the NCRFA, the County Council approves and authorizes the County Executive, or 
designee, to terminate the “Interlocal Agreement Between North County Regional Fire 
Authority and Snohomish County Concerning the Provision of Fire Investigation 
Services” executed on October 8, 2018, consistent with the terms of that agreement. 

Section 2. In connection with the consolidation of fire investigation services with 
the NCRFA, the County Council approves and authorizes the County Executive, or 
designee, to terminate the “Interlocal Agreement Between the City of Arlington and 
Snohomish County Concerning Provision of Fire Investigation Services” executed on 
April 24, 2014, and amended on December 19, 2019, consistent with the terms of that 
agreement. 

Section 3. The County Council approves and authorizes the County Executive, or 
designee, to sign and execute a new agreement with the NCRFA entitled “Interlocal 
Agreement Between the North County Regional Fire Authority and Snohomish County 
Concerning Provision of Fire Investigation Services” in substantially the form attached 
hereto as Exhibit A.  This effective date of this agreement shall coincide with the 
effective termination dates of the Stanwood and Arlington agreements.   

PASSED this 11th day of May, 2022. 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
Snohomish County, Washington 

____________________________ 
Council Chair  

ATTEST: 

_________________________ 
Asst. Clerk of the Council  
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EXHIBIT A 
to 

MOTION NO. 22-185 
 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NORTH COUNTY REGIONAL FIRE 
AUTHORITY AND SNOHOMISH COUNTY CONCERNING PROVISION OF FIRE 

INVESTIGATION SERVICES 
 
 

[See Attached] 
































