
SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
Snohomish County, Washington 

MOTION NO. 23-034 

APPROVING CONTRACT WITH MICHELE SHAW  
TO PROVIDE INDIGENT SERVICES FOR THE PERIOD FROM  

JANUARY 1, 2023, THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2023 
 

WHEREAS, the Snohomish County Council and County Executive recognize the 
need to provide legally mandated indigent defense services in criminal cases where 
incarceration is possible; and 
 

WHEREAS, through this negotiated contract with Michele Shaw, Attorney at Law, 
the County will continue to provide mandated legal services for the indigent defendants 
for cases that are a conflict of interest with the Public Defender Association; and 
 

WHEREAS, Michele Shaw has the experience, expertise and capacity to provide 
the contracted indigent legal defense services needed in Snohomish County courts; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, ON MOTION, the Snohomish County Council authorizes 
the County Executive to sign the attached contract and any amendments thereto with 
Michele Shaw to provide legal services to indigent defendants according to the terms 
therein from January 1, 2023, through December 31, 2023. 
 

PASSED this 25th day of January, 2023. 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
Snohomish County, Washington 

______________________________ 
      Council Chair 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
Deputy Clerk of the Council 
 

____________________________ ________________
CoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCouncil Chair 















Baer, Diane Digitally signed by Baer, Diane 
Date: 2023.01.09 10:32:11 -08'00'

Ken Klein 
Executive Director 

Klein, Kenneth
Klein, Kenneth 
2023.01.25 12:12:35 
-08'00'
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SCHEDULE A 
LEGAL DEFENSE SERVICES 

The Contractor shall, in accordance with the requirements of this Agreement, provide attorney 
services as follows:  
 

 
1. Duties and Responsibilities of Counsel:  The Contractor will provide legal representation 

as an attorney on case assignments made under this contract.  The Contractor agrees to 
provide effective legal representation of all assigned clients from the date of notice of 
assignment through final adjudication. If a client has an appeal as a matter of right and 
wishes to appeal, the Contractor shall timely file a Notice of Appeal and a “Motion, 
Order and Affidavit of Indigency” in the Superior or District Court, whichever applies.  
 

2. Responsibility for Expert Witness Fees and Other Costs Associated with Representation: 
Expert witness fees and other costs associated with representation are paid from the 
resources of the various courts. 
 

3. Qualifications of Attorney. Contractor shall be admitted to practice law in the State of 
Washington and shall meet Standard Fourteen (14), “Qualification of Attorneys”, of the 
Washington Supreme Court’s Standards for Indigent Defense Services (adopted June 15, 
2011) for the level of case complexity for which Contractor is contracting as set forth in 
Schedule B. 
 

4. Contract Attorney Caseload Reporting Requirement. The Contractor must make an 
annual reporting of the extent of their caseload on a as required by RCW 10.101.050. 
Specifically, the Contractor must provide an annual reporting of: 
 

A. The number and type of cases in their private practice, if any;  

  B. The number and type of other public defense contracts, if any; and 

  C. The total hours billed for non-public defense cases, if any. 

5. Continuing Legal Education (CLE). The Contractor shall attend at least seven (7) hours 
of trainings approved by the Washington State Office of Public Defense; e.g. a CLE 
sponsored by the Washington Defender Association, Washington Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers, or the Washington State Office of Public Defense. The Attorney 
Administrator may request documentation of such attendance. 
 

6. Attorney Certification. The Contractor must provide the Administrator with quarterly 
certification forms, pursuant to CrR 3.1, CrRLJ 3.1 and JuCR 9.2. 
 

7. Invoices: Contractor shall submit invoices within 60 days of the work being performed.  
Final billings shall be submitted within 60 days of the date of last action on the case.  
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Failure to submit timely billings may result in denial of payment. Time must be reported 
in tenth-of-an-hour increments only and should not be billed in lesser increments. See 
time conversion table below: 

01 – 06 minutes 0.1 hour 
07 – 12 minutes 0.2 hour 
13 – 18 minutes 0.3 hour 
19 – 24 minutes 0.4 hour 
25 – 30 minutes 0.5 hour 
31 – 36 minutes 0.6 hour 
37 – 42 minutes 0.7 hour 
43 – 48 minutes 0.8 hour 
49 – 54 minutes 0.9 hour 
55 – 60 minutes 1.0 hour 

 
8. Year-end Billings: Prior to the end of the fiscal year, the Administrator will notify the 

Contractor of a deadline for all billings for services provided during that year. These 
deadlines are necessary in order to meet the Snohomish County Finance Department 
deadlines for year-end accounting. Failure to meet year-end deadlines may result in non-
payment for services performed. 
 

9. Year-End Accounting: The Contractor shall annually provide the Administrator with a 
written report of final disposition and a reasonably accurate statement of total hours spent 
on the files assigned. Such report shall be made on or before December 31st of each year 
that this contract is in effect. 
 

10. Public Records and Invoices: Attorney invoices and time records submitted to the County 
are matters of public record. Please exercise appropriate discretion when filing an invoice 
or time record with regard to maintaining client confidences. 
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SCHEDULE B 
 

COMPENSATION 
 

 
1. Case Assignment and Compensation:  

 
The Contractor will be paid the following rate, in accordance with the case type(s) that 
may be assigned to the Contractor under this agreement, as designated below. 

[    ] District Court for Snohomish County 
 

[   ]   Misdemeanors and Gross Misdemeanors:  $50 per hour  
 

 [   ]   Everett District Court felony cases:  $50 per hour 
 
[   x ] Superior Court for Snohomish County for Adult Felony/Criminal cases indicated 
below (non-homicide): 
  
            [ x  ]   Class A felonies: $150/hour 
 

   [ x  ]    Paralegal/Legal Assistant on hourly-billed Class A Felony  
    representation:  $50 per hour 
 

 [   ]   Class B felonies: $1300 flat fee ($260 Per half day trial per diem) 
 

 [   ]   Class C felonies:  $825 flat fee ($220 Per half day trial per diem) 
 

[     ] Juvenile/Superior Court Juvenile Offender cases: $65 per hour  
 
[     ]  Superior Court Miscellaneous proceedings: $50 per hour 

 
Superior Court miscellaneous proceedings include, but are not limited to, the 
following: Material Witness, Fugitive, Civil Contempt, Assignment for Sentencing 
Only, Motion to Withdraw Guilty Plea, Failure to Comply Hearing 

 
 [     ]   RALJ: $60 per hour  
 

[     ]   No Contact Order Representation : $125 per hour  
 

[     ]   Child Representation in Dependency Proceedings: $65 per hour  
 

 
1. Bench Warrant. On case types where the Contractor was paid a flat fee, if a defendant fails 

to appear the Contractor will not bill again if the time between the issuance of a bench 
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warrant and the date the bench warrant is quashed is within one year. If the time between the 
issuance of the bench warrant and the date the defendant quashes the bench warrant is 
greater than one year, the Contractor may bill the flat fee again. Nothing in this paragraph 
shall prevent the Contractor from requesting relief, under extraordinary case compensation, 
as set forth in Paragraph 3 below.  
 

2. Withdrawal Prior to Final Adjudication. Payment for files from which the Contractor 
withdraws prior to final adjudication of the case will be in the Administrator’s sole 
discretion. The Administrator will consider, among other things, the work performed by the 
Contractor prior to reassignment. 
 

3. Extraordinary Case Compensation: The Administrator may allow additional compensation 
for extraordinary cases where it is determined by the Administrator that further 
compensation is reasonable and necessary under the circumstances of the case. Upon written 
documentation by the Contractor, the Administrator shall consider additional compensation 
based upon the complexity of the case, the amount of reasonably necessary and documented 
attorney hours devoted to the case, taking into consideration any other pertinent 
circumstances such as the number of pre-trial motions filed and argued. Any additional 
compensation is at the sole discretion of the Administrator and must be expressly agreed to, 
in writing, signed by both the Contractor and Administrator. 
 

4. Limitation of Hours. The amount of billable hours for any case assigned hereunder shall not 
exceed 300 total billable hours without prior, written approval of the Administrator.  Any 
cases approved to exceed 300 hours will require the Contractor to submit a case 
management plan outlining the Contractor’s expectation for the number of hours needed to 
complete the case, which plan shall be subject to the Administrator’s approval.  
 

 
 

 
 

 




