
Councilmembers, 

In 2015, Snohomish County’s own Traffic Investigator’s Report documented three large 
concrete pillars blocking the public right-of-way at Hillman Place. Fire District 14 — now 
North County Fire/EMS — told the County this was their only access point to the beach 
for emergency response. County staff assured the pillars would be removed. 

It is now 2025. Those pillars are still there, or have been replaced, and they continue to 
obstruct emergency access. For ten years, the County has known this location is critical for 
fire and rescue, yet the hazard remains. 

This is not just about public access. It is about life safety. If someone on the beach needs 
emergency response, firefighters and medics cannot reach them quickly. The Fire District 
itself asked for these barriers to be cleared. The County promised action and has not 
delivered. 

I urge the Council to direct immediate removal of the concrete pillars at Hillman Place. The 
Fire District must have unimpeded access to the beach for emergencies, as the County 
recognized ten years ago. 

Thank you. 

 




















