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Debbie Eco, CMC
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From: bill liderengineering.com <bill@liderengineering.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 8:54 AM
To: Contact Council <Contact.Council@co.snohomish.wa.us>
Cc: Chan, David <dchan@southsnofire.org>; Hynes, Leslie <lhynes@southsnofire.org>;
kurlykate888@gmail.com; Linda Gray <lgn899a@gmail.com>; mvfields@me.com; Eric Adman
<snokingwatershedcouncil@gmail.com>; Streamkeeper, Tom <Tomm@streamkeeper.org>; 'James
Walsh' <jamesrwalsh@outgun.com>; Nelson Kurt (knelson@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov)
<knelson@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov>; Doris Fulton <fultondl@gmail.com>; Joan Thomas
<savebothell@outlook.com>; dennis hill <dennishill229@gmail.com>; Deborah L Wetzel
<debbieleewetzel@gmail.com>; Tom Campbell <tomcampbell108@gmail.com>; Joan Smith
<joan.a.smith@gmail.com>; Everett Herald Newshound <newstips@heraldnet.com>;
Josh@pnwrstrategies.com
Subject: June 28, 2023 Council GLS--Fireworks Ord. 23-057
 
 
CAUTION : This email originated from outside of this organization. Please exercise caution with links and

attachments.
Attached are my comments for your consideration on fireworks Ord. 23-057 at the 9:00 am
June 28th General Legislative Session of the County Council.
 
William (Bill) Lider, PE, CESCL
Lider Engineering, PLLC
2526 – 205th Place SW
Lynnwood, WA 98036
425-776-0671 Office
206-661-0787 Cell
 

mailto:Contact.Council@co.snohomish.wa.us
mailto:Maria.Lao@co.snohomish.wa.us
mailto:Lisa.Campfield@co.snohomish.wa.us



 
 
 
 
William Lider Public Comments to County Council 
June 28, 2023 
 
I spoke at the June 20 Planning Committee meeting, along with a number of other concerned citizens in 
support of Ord. 23-057, where the Council chose to delay for another year banning the sale of fireworks 
in Snohomish County, where their use is already illegal use.  We were all shocked by the Council’s vote 
to delay and study this ordinance.  As I stated in my previous communications to the Council, no 
documents were provided to me on past public records requests on fireworks for responses or citations 
by the Sheriff Adam Fortney’s Department.  A delay looking for more records is meaningless, as the 
records either do not exist; or if they do, then there has been a serious violation of the Public Records 
Act by the County for withholding public records to my previous request. 
 
The Council can vote today to take emergency action pass and pass Ord. 23-057 banning the sale of 
fireworks effective June 28, 2024 in south County, where their use is already prohibited. If the Council 
fails to act today, the sale of fireworks in unincorporated Snohomish County cannot be halted until the 
year 2025, two years from now. 
 
I again request that the Council vote today and each Councilperson go on record as either supporting 
or opposing the sale of fireworks where their use is already illegal.  Because there is no enforcement, 
fireworks use was greater in 2022 than at any time since the fireworks ban became effective in 2020.  
Either: 
 


1. Vote on an emergency ordinance to ban fireworks sales effective June 28, 2024; or 
 


2. If the Council is unwilling to vote on an emergency ordinance to halt fireworks sales in 2024, 
then it should raise the fine for using fireworks that are already prohibited in south County to a 
gross misdemeanor with fines of: 
a. $1,000 for the first fireworks citation; and 
b. $5,000 for any subsequent fireworks citation. 


 
Increased fines for fireworks use should take effect immediately as a deterrent for the illegal use of 
fireworks in south County. 
 
Raising the fireworks citation fine does not require the 1-year delay to take effect under State law, 
because the use of fireworks is already prohibited in south County.  A higher fine for illegal use might 
give the Sheriff Adam Fortney’s Department some incentive to enforce the law, rather than treating it as 
a barking dog complaint.  An emergency ordinance is warranted given the current fire danger in 
Snohomish County and because currently there is no enforcement of the fireworks ban by the County.  
Fireworks use is greater now, than it was before the ban took effect in 2020.  Fireworks vendors tell 
their customers that is ok to use fireworks, because they know that Sheriff Fortney does not enforce 
this law. 
 
One year’s notice is more than enough time for the churches to find alternative ways to legally raise 
money, rather than profiting off fireworks sales that can only be used illegally.   
It is the height of hypocrisy to allow the sale but not the use of fireworks in my neighborhood.  Fireworks 
sales begin at noon today, where they are already illegal to use.  Please do something today! 
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